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Our Vision  

Grounded in the biblical  

image for human  

community,  

As disciples of Jesus,  

Following His witness & com-

mand for His church,  

Guided by the principles of 

trust, open communication,  

& genuine relationships,  

We will challenge &  

support our congregations to be  

thriving faith communities by  

Providing competent  

pastoral leadership,  

Resourcing to energize  

ministry, &  

Developing networks &  

partnerships of  

Presbyterians  
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 At meetings held Sunday, October 25, 

the congregations of First and Second 

Presbyterian Churches of Freeport voted 

to merge and become the United Presby-

terian Church of Freeport.  Following at-

testation from a delegation from both 

churches, Blackhawk Presbytery ap-

proved the merger at its November 9 

meeting.  The merger is effective January 

1, 2010. 

 Founded in 1842 and 1847 respectively, the two churches have a 

long history of collaboration and service in the Freeport community.  

Now, as one, the members of the new church look to the future full of 

hope and optimism for their continuing mission and ministry in Free-

port.  To God be the glory!  

At our September and November presbytery meetings, we prac-

ticed òworshipful work,ó interweaving the worship and work of the 

presbytery in new ways.  

  In  September, the presbytery combined its 

offering of worship to God with its focus on mis-

sion and ministry in a Celebration of Mission. 

The two hour worship service interwove scrip-

ture, liturgy, music, and storytelling, culminat-

ing in the celebration of the sacrament of the 

Lordõs Supper.  Hereõs a sampling of the com-

ments we heard in response to that meeting:  

òThis was (by far) the best and most meaningful worship service of 

my three years in Blackhawk Presbytery!  More [now] understand that 

all we do is worship.  It was joyous and fulfilling.ó 

òWorship was creative and inspirational.ó 

òWorship was uplifting, inspiring, informative.  Thank you for high-

lighting the many positives about Blackhawk.ó 

òGod was truly praised and worshipped today!ó 
        continued on p. 2 

òWorshipful Workó at Presbytery Meetings 

Delegation from Freeport 

Churches at Presbytery meeting 
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At our November presbytery meeting, worship and business were interwoven throughout the en-

tire day of òworshipful work,ó an approach suggested by Moderator Rev. Karen Herbst-Kim.  Hereõs 

how one of our minister members described the day:  

òBy modeling that all we do in Godõs name is worship, Blackhawk Presbytery reminds us con-

cretely that we are the body of Christ and individually members of it.  The organization of the order 

of worship was imaginative and evocative.  The organization of the meeting underscored out purpose 

as a connectional body.ó 

While much of the response to the òworshipful workó approach has been positive, weõve also 

heard from presbyters who found it distracting, disorganized, and just plain not helpful.  

We welcome all of your feedback and appreciate our presbyteryõs flexibility and openness to try-

ing different approaches as we worship and work together.  

 I actually began thinking about my contribution to this newsletter right 

after the last Presbytery meeting.  But then it seems something got in the 

way- oh yeah, thanksgiving.  Then there were meetings and life and such.  

The editor (Pat Wakeley) occasionally reminded me that this was due and 

now I find myself in the middle of advent with Christmas quickly ap-

proaching and here I am still pondering (not procrastinating like I do with 

Christmas shopping).  

 Something is different about this Christmas for me.  Because, I have to 

admit that over the span of my life, not every Christmas has felt especially 

holy to me, not every Christmas has lifted my spirit or helped me feel 

closer to God, or more appreciative of the gift of Godõs son to us sinners.  Some Christmas seasons 

certainly have, but it has been mixed over the years.   

 This Christmas feels different again.  I find my spirit more open to Godõs movement, Godõs 

voice, Godõs presence.  The sound of Christmas Carols warm my heart and I find myself reflecting 

anew on their message of hope, love, and grace.   Itõs not that I had intended on this season being 

any different or more special than any other year.  I donõt know that I know why. 

 Could it be that this year I have a son in the Middle East and so I am more personally attuned to 

the violence that permeates our world?  Could it be that because my wife and I became grandpar-

ents this year and so we are more touched by the hope that comes with new life?  Could it be be-

cause I see my aging and ailing parents slowly lose their grip on their independence and face 

their own deaths that I am more in touch with how frail life can be?  

 I donõt know. But this I do know.  I am glad that this season has touched me.  I am glad that the 

Carols are reminding of Godõs love.   I am glad to rehearse again the story of the beginning of the 

gospel of Jesus Christ.  For to us a son is born, to us a savior is given.  

 May this season be for all you, my brothers and sisters, a season that warms your hearts, renews 

your hope, and gives you confidence to live with joy in every circumstance.  

Peace and Merry Christmas   

John Rickard 

òWorshipful Workó - continued from p. 1 
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An Invitation to Support Latino Ministry  

 A visionary congregation in 

Blackhawk Presbytery has of-

fered to match contributions to 

the Latino Ministry at First Pres-

byterian Church of Marengo 

from other congregations, up to 

a total of $5,000!  Godõs grace is 

ever present.  

 Initiated by Senior Pastor 

Phyllis Mueller in 2004, the La-

tino Ministry at First Presbyte-

rian Church of Marengo en-

tered its 4 th year in August 2009 

under Associate Pastor Jack 

Lilleyõs guidance.  The ministry 

has two pillars ñLatino worship 

at noon on Sundays and English 

classes two days a week in the 

morning and evening.  Social 

events, work days, game 

nights, religious holiday ser-

vices, and Latino Leadership 

Group meetings round out the 

ministry.  Attendance at wor-

ship averaged 24 in the spring 

of this year, with highs of 35 

during Holy Week.  50 students 

are enrolled in English classes, 

with 10-12 attending morning 

and evening sessions.  

 One 

morning 

Joana 

came to 

English 

class for 

the first 

time.  An intermediate student, 

her English was quite good: but 

she was determined to improve 

it.  She was excited to discover 

that the church offered worship 

in Spanish and she came the 

next Sunday.   Soon her hus-

band and daughter joined her.  

A few weeks later, she partici-

 In its initial financial planning, 

the Latino Ministry envisioned 

receiving some financial sup-

port from the churches within 

Blackhawk Presbytery.  One of 

our congregations has faithfully 

stepped up at a time when the 

ministryõs success is outstrip-

ping its financial resources.  

 The congregation, which 

wishes to remain anonymous, 

will match any amount donated 

by other congregations, up to a 

total of $5,000.  òWe see this 

[contribution] as one of the ways 

we can faithfully participate in 

Godõs work in the world and ex-

emplify Blackhawk Presbyteryõs 

vision of supporting thriving faith 

communities,ó says the pastor.  

 

Does your church feel called 

to join in this ministry?  

Hereõs how you can help! 

¶ Commit to pray for the La-

tino Ministry  

¶ Get to know the ministryõs 

work.  Visit for Sunday wor-

ship. Contact Pastor Jack to 

arrange to visit, or have him 

come and share with a group 

at your church  

¶ Contribute financially to sup-

port the ministry.  Both one-

time gifts and ongoing 

pledges are welcome and 

appreciated.  By contribut-

ing now, your donation is 

doubled thanks to the gener-

ous matching grant.  

 For more information and to 

discuss contributions, contact:  

Rev. Jack Lilley or Rev. Phyllis 

Mueller at 815.568.7441 or  
jmlilley@sbcglobal.net  

rpmlr@yahoo.com  

pated as a worship assistant.  

Before long, she was working 

as a volunteer at the churchõs 

thrift store, where her bi -

lingual skills came in handy.  

 Pedro was a single young 

man who moved to Marengo 

from a nearby town to get 

away from the bad influence of 

his drinking buddies.  Walking 

by the church one day, he no-

ticed that the church sign 

board announced worship in 

Spanish.  He came the follow-

ing Sunday.  Later that week, 

he met with Pastor Jack to tell 

him his story.  He was deter-

mined to start a new life on 

better foundations.  Now, he 

never misses worship, he sings 

with the worship team, and he 

is a regular worship assistant.  

He has found a new family and 

his life is changing.  

 New people, new initiatives, 

new opportunities, new commit-

ments, new life.  

  Thatõs the story of the Latino 

Ministry in Marengo.  

 The Latino Ministry is First 

Presbyterian Church of Ma-

rengoõs transformational re-

sponse to Godõs call to engage 

the changing community of 

Marengo in ministry and mis-

sion.  Funding to develop the 

ministry has been provided by 

the congregation and through 

a redevelopment grant from 

the General Assembly of the 

Presbyterian Church (USA), 

the Synod of Lincoln Trails, and 

Blackhawk Presbytery.  The 

redevelopment grant provides 

7 years of funding, with the to-

tal amount decreasing each 

year.   

CONNECTING PRESBYTERIANS 

mailto:jmlilley@sbcglobal.net
mailto:rpmlr@yahoo.com
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There was much to celebrate 

during the November 10 presby-

tery meeting, beginning with the 

merger of First and Second Presby-

terian Churches of Freeport, which 

was approved unanimously.  

The two churches become the 

new United Presbyterian Church of 

Freeport effective January 1, 2010.  

Later in the day, Lee Pickett and 

Delores Hall representing Presby-

terian Women in Blackhawk Pres-

bytery, helped Julia Jones dedicate 

more than 1,000 school, hygiene, 

and baby kits and cleanup buckets 

collected by our congregations for 

Church World Service.  

Other highlights of the day in-

cluded:  

¶ Election of officers and board 

and committee moderators 

and members, including 

Rev. Michael Wey, pastor of 

First Presbyterian Church in 

Savanna as vice moderator of 

the Presbytery and Rev. John 

Huff, United Presbyterian 

Church of Romeoville as 

Treasurer.  

¶ Ann Legg, Ridgefield -Crystal 

Lake Presbyterian Church, 

November Presbytery Meeting Highlights 

sharing her journey as a 

peacemaking accompanier in 

Columbia.  

¶ Rev. Jack Lilley sharing stories 

of how the Latino Ministry of 

First Presbyterian Church, Ma-

rengo is changing lives and 

inviting the churches of the 

presbytery to support the min-

istry.  

¶ Examination of Eric Pelz, West-

minster Presbyterian Church, 

Joliet, on his sense of call, and 

approval of his enrollment as a 

candidate for the office of Min-

ister of Word and Sacrament.  

¶ Installation of Bill Pittenger, 

elder at Ridgefield -Crystal 

Lake Presbyterian Church, as 

Moderator of Blackhawk Pres-

bytery.  

¶ Commissioning of officers, and 

board and committee modera-

tors and members for 2010.  

¶ Commissioning of POINT rep-

resentatives Rev. Christina 

Berry, First Presbyterian 

Church, Sterling and Rev. Jane 

Esterline, Park Presbyterian 

Church, Streator.  

¶ Commissioning of Deanna 

Drake, Oswego Presbyterian 

Church, as a Young Adult 

Volunteer working in Kenya 

and of Rev. Norm Smith and 

Jean Smith, who will be 

teaching in Imenti Presby-

teries in Kenya next Febru-

ary, as part of our partner-

ship with Imenti.  

¶ Approval of a 2010 budget 

for Blackhawk Presbytery.  

Members of the presbytery 

thanked outgoing moderator Rev. 

Karen Herbst -Kim for her faithful 

and grace -filled service as mod-

erator.  As immediate past mod-

erator, Rev. Herbst -Kim is now 

moderator of the Business Affairs 

Committee.  Board and committee 

moderators and members com-

pleting their current service were 

also recognized and thanked.  

We are grateful to the team that 

planned the day of òworshipful 

work,ó wrote the liturgy, and 

shared their musical gifts:  Rev. 

Karen Herbst -Kim, Bill Pittenger, 

Rev. Erica Schemper, Rev. Teri 

Peterson, Rev. Won Ho Kim, Sherri 

Dees, and general presbyter Rev. 

John Rickard.   

Blackhawk Presbytery Congregations Rose to the PW Kits Challenge! 
 Presbyterian Women and Church World Service want to thank each congregation that assembled kits and 

brought them to November's presbytery meeting at Stronghold.  The response was extraordinary!  39 congrega-

tions brought 410 school kits, 649 hygiene kits, 22 baby kits, and 3 emergency clean up buckets for a total of 1,084 

kits!  In addition, funds provided for processing and creating additional kits funds totalled $1,624.  The number of 

kits and the funds contributed more than doubled from last year.  And the number of participating congregations 

almost doubled, as well.  

  The opportunity to dedicate the kits on the floor of presbytery was an exciting send -off as the kits make their 

way into peopleõs lives and hearts, precisely when they need them most.  The kits will help people across the U.S. 

and around the world.  Thank you for rising to the challenge!  

 If you would like to learn more about the CWS Kits program, visit www.churchworldservice.org/kits  or call the 

CWS regional office at  888 297-2767. 

Julia Jones, Associate Director, Great Rivers Area, Church World Service 

http://www.churchworldservice.org/kits
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Stronghold Camp & Conference Center  

PO Box 199 

1922 N. IL Rte. 2 

Oregon, IL 61061 

Phone: 815.732.6111 

Email  

office@strongholdcenter.org  

Web site  

www@strongholdcenter.org  

Jan Hartman 

Stronghold Program & Operations Director  

jan@strongholdcenter.org  

Ryan Anderson 

Stronghold Special Programs Director  

ryan@strongholdcenter.org  

Stronghold Stories 
Confirmation Retreat ð February 5-7, 2010 

 Confirmation Retreat at Stronghold is designed for Middle School and 

Jr. High age young people.  The retreat is held twice each year, in Sep-

tember and February, and each of those times of the year has special 

opportunities for participants.  

 The February, or winter retreat, offers time around the fireplace to 

share hot chocolate and cookies, informal discussions and, if the 

weather man cooperates, snow games and outdoor initiatives.  

 No matter which retreat young people and their leader attend, our 

basic format remains the same:  exploration of the sacraments, our creeds 

and confessions, and understanding the elements of worship in the Re-

formed tradition.  We have been fortunate to have a variety of gifted 

clergy leaders who use music (one leader brought 20 musical instruments 

from around the world), art projects and drama to enhance the learning 

experience.  This past Septemberõs retreat included outdoor prayer sta-

tions that featured modeling clay, water and stones, candles and sand and 

bread for tasting as participants moved through the stations.  

 Learning sessions are about forty -five minutes in length mixed with pe-

riods of physical activities and quiet times for each church group to meet 

and reflect.  Stronghold staff, including returning summer camp counsel-

ors, as well as the clergy leader, are part of this balanced weekend of aca-

demic, spiritual and physical components.  

 The retreat begins on Friday evening and ends after lunch on Sunday 

afternoon.  Registration is open for the February 5 -7, 2010 retreat and is 

limited to 50 participants.  You may register online and brochures and 

pack lists are available on the website, www.strongholdcenter.org   Please 

call Ryan Anderson or Jan Hartman if you have questions.  

                             Jan Hartman 

Stronghold MissionStronghold Mission   

To provide To provide   
opportunities for people opportunities for people 
to experience the biblical to experience the biblical 

vision for human community vision for human community 
through a retreat and through a retreat and 
camping environment.camping environment.  

  

Stronghold ValuesStronghold Values   

Intentionally and unIntentionally and un--  
ashamedly Christianashamedly Christian  

Engaging lifeõs realitiesEngaging lifeõs realities  

Respect for creationRespect for creation  
and creaturesand creatures  

HospitableHospitable   

A safe placeA safe place  

HopeHope --fullfull  

A place of second A place of second 
chances and gracechances and grace  

http://www.strongholdcenter.org
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Resourcing to Energize Ministry 
Presbytery Meetings 2010 
February 9, 2010ñPark Presbyterian 

Church, Streator  
 

May 11, 2010ñThird Presbyterian 

Church, Rockford  
 

September 14, 2010ñUnited Presby-

terian Church of Freeport ñFreeport  
 

November 9, 2010ñStronghold Cen-

ter, Oregon  

 

Blackhawk Presbytery 
Resource Center 
 
Online Catalog: 
www.blackhawkpresbytery.org/
resourcecenter  
 
Email: 
resourcecenter@  
blackhawkpresbytery.org  
 

Call: 815.732.3258 x 614 

Visit:  Mon-Fri 9 am-4 pm 

(please call ahead if youõd like staff 

assistance) 

Blackhawk Presbytery 

PO Box 157 

1922 N. IL Rte. 2 

Oregon , IL 61061 

Phone: 815.732.3258 

Fax: 815.732.2569 

Email 

office@blackhawkpresbytery.org 

Website 

www.blackhawkpresbytery.org 

Rev. Dr. John E. Rickard 

General Presbyter 

johnrickard@blackhawkpresbytery.org 

 

Rev. John C. Huff 

Stated Clerk/Treasurer 

johnhuff@blackhawkpresbytery.org 

 

We want to share news of what 

our congregations are doing in 

mission and ministry!   Tell us 

about itñwith photos, if possible.  

Submit your news to Pat Wakeley,  

patw@blackhawkpresbytery.org  

or call 815.732.3258 x 610. 

Deadline for the next issue is  

February 5, 2010  

CONNECTING PRESBYTERIANS 

 In September 2004, the members of Blackhawk Presbytery affirmed the 

vision that appears on page 1 for its participation in Godõs work in the world: 

 In January 2005, the members of Blackhawk Presbytery adopted new by-

laws that defined a structure that aligned the presbyteryõs resources and 

energies with its vision.  

 2010 marks five years of living into and living with this vision and struc-

ture.  Itõs a good time to step back and ask ourselves:  How well do our struc-

ture and practices help us to live out this vision?  Does this vision still capture 

our sense of call to participate in Godõs work in the world? 

 The Mission Strategies & Resources Board has appointed a Vision and 

Structure Review Team (VSRT) to help us with these questions.  The team is 

charged to: òassess the impacts of the restructure of Blackhawk Presbytery 

in January 2005 and its effectiveness in supporting the presbytery to live out 

its vision.  Identify and celebrate successes and strengths.  Recommend 

structural modifications in areas that are weak.ó 

 Guiding the teamõs work are these principles: 

¶ Opportunities in a variety of formats for minister members, members 

and sessions of congregations, clergy and lay leaders, and all who so 

choose to be heard  

¶ Continuous reporting of what the team is hearing  

¶ Celebration of strengths and acknowledgement of weaknesses  

¶ Timely completion and reporting of recommendations (by September 

2010) 

 Some of the tools the team plans to use include quick and easy online sur-

veys, facilitated group conversations, and one -on-one interviews.  

 For more information about this assessment, please contact the VSRT co -

moderators: Rev. Karen Stunkel ( kstunkel3@att.net ) and Martha Logeson 

(logeson@sbcglobal.net ). 

 Your voice is important!  Please take every opportunity to participate in 

this assessment.  If you feel like youõre not being heard, pleaseñreach out to 

someone on the review team.  

Five Years Later:  How Are We Doing? 

Transitions 

Departures 

¶ Rev. John OõLane, from Willow 
Creek Presbyterian Church, Cale-

donia to Arvada Presbyterian 

Church, Arvada, Colorado  

¶ Rev. Jason Carle, from Elwood 
Community Presbyterian Church 

to Overland Park Presbyterian 

Church, Overland Park, Kansas  

¶ Rev. Kenneth Wilson, from First 
Presbyterian Church, Kewanee 

and Elmira United Presbyterian 

Church  

mailto:kstunkel@att.net
mailto:logeson@sbcglobal.net

