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CONNECTING PRESBYTER

AN UPDATE FROM BLACK HAWK PRESBYTERY

Our Alaskan Connection

Eielson Chapel
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Eielson Air Force Base
Alaska
Dedicated October 29, 2008
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Our own member at large, Lt. Col. David Terrinoni, Wing Chaplain at
Eielson Air Force Base in Alaska, sent us news of an exciting building
project that he |l ed; a new facilit:y
chapel. This Air Force chapel serves as a multi -faith worship center has
a sacred expression, while restraining from exhibiting specific symbol-
ism. In plan and perspective, the north half of the building has gently
curving walls that signify arms gathering the celebrants together. The
roof slopes from the low end at the south, up to a high point on the north.
This also emphasizes the significance of the sanctuary, as the pinnacle of
the facility, reaching towards the heavens. The facility includes a chan-
cel with seating for 300 congregants, a baptistery, a multi  -faith worship
center with attached ablution area, an education wing, a kitchen, a fel-
lowship fall, and an administrative wing. Christians, Jews, and Muslims
were involved in the planning and in the dedication of the chapel
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Our Vision

Grounded in the biblical
image for human
community,

As disciples of Jesus,

Following His witness & com-
mand for His church,

Guided by the principles of
trokt, &en commhicitioh, & C

& genuine relationships,

We will challenge &
support our congregations to be
thriving faith communities by

Providing competent
pastoral leadership,

Resourcing to energize
ministry, &

Developing networks &
partnerships of
Presbyterians

This is the second new chapel in the Air Force in 26 years and the first
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replacement chapel building in 26 years. The total cost for this project,
including furnishings was about $15.5 million. The project has already
won the "Top Concept Design
Award" for 2007 and the "Most
Functional Design Award" for 2008.

Dave says: 0l wa
development, construction, furnish-
ing, moving in, and now, trouble-
shooting phases of this building. It
has been a very rare privilege for a
chaplain to head up a project like
this in all the p
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Johnds Space

As we begin the season of Lent, | share this reflection as a beginning point

for us for this yeards journey. It
Peace, John
Lenten Reflections
Fast from judging others; feast on the presence of God within each person.
Fast from focusing on differences; feast on the unity of all life.
Fast from apparent darkness and gloom; feast on the reality of light
and enthusiasm.
Fast from thoughts of illness; feast on the healing power of God.
Fast from discontent; feast on gratitude.
Fast from anger; feast on patience.
Fast from pessimism; feast on optimism.
Fast from complaining; feast on appreciation.
Fast from negatives; feast on affirmatives.
Fast from bitterness; feast on forgiveness.
Fast from self-concern; feast on compassion for others.
Fast from discouragement; feast on hope.
Fast from facts that depress; feast on promises that inspire.
Fast from idle gossip; feast on purposeful silence.
Fast from shadows of sorrow; feast on the brilliance of Resurrection!
Introducing Missioninsite
MissionlInsite is a powerful new demographic and contextual analysis tool that is available to

all of our congregations. Discovering your chu
site provides instant access to community info
get desk -top, web based demographic data for a variety of geographic levels. In partnership
with the Synod of Lincoln Trails, we have a contract with MissionInsite that provides all of our
churches with free access to this information. To use Missioninsite, you need to register by
downl oading the information sheet youdll find
structions. We 6 | | be planning training sessio

to explore your ministry area and discover new mission opportunities. Meanwhile, sign up and
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get familiar with this great resource! Missioninsite is available to member congregations of
{ackhawk Presbytery through your contributions to shared mission. /
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News From & About Our Congregations

Multi -site Exploration in the
Stateline Area

communities as well as the
support we have received
from the local political lead-
ers.

In June 2008, Westminster
Presbyterian Church in Rock-
ford began exploring the possi-
bility of beginning a second
ministry site in the Stateline
area in Roscoe, Rockton, and
South Beloit. The Presbytery
had been
growth and the possibility of
developing ministry for some
time. Recently, Westminster
noticed an increasing number
of our members coming from
this area. As a result, the Synod
of Lincoln Trails, Blackhawk
Presbytery, and Westminster
Presbyterian Church in Rock-
ford have partnered in this ef-
fort. We deemed this effort the
Multi -site Exploration, which we
often joke about it sounding
like we are drilling for oil.

Over the course of our ex-
ploration, we have had a cou-
ple of gatherings in order to
keep our members informed,
obtain information about the

interest in the area. At our
first meeting in Roscoe back
in August, we had a great turn
out with 22 local members of
Westminster Rockford in at-
tendance. Several months
later, after our interviews

with members consistently
revealed that our members
did not know the other mem-
bers who live in the area, we
gathered again in Roscoe and
had 37 local members of
Westminster Rockford in at-

The exploration began tendance

through demographic analysis
of the area, which revealed sig-
nificant growth in the area. Re-
alizing that demographics can-
not represent the heart of a
community, we began listening
to individuals in the community.
There was striking unity in the
responses from the community.
The community told us over and
over again that there was a de-
sire and need for a midweek
childrends and
With this information, we began
to speak with the mayors of Ros-
coe, Rockton, and South Beloit,
who have subsequently con-
firmed the reports which we
have been hearing. We have
been surprised at the excite-

@ and enthusiasm from the

Most recently, we are be-
ginning to serve the commu-
nity in mission. In February,
we are organizing a commu-
nity wide food drive to re-
stock the shelves of a food
pantry in Rockton. As we
spent time investing our-
selves in the community,
other churches in the area
have voiced interest in sup-
porting this mission. Conse-

f quenily) we have parineredr y .
with several of the local
churches in hopes of support-
ing the local food pantry.

Over the first 8 months of
the Multi -site Exploration, we
have learned a great deal
about the communities, es-
tablished rapport in the com-

~

munities, and discerned a minis-
try direction. We hope to have a
mi dweek chil dren
ministry developed by October
2009. Please join our prayers for
God to continue to open doors

and guide our development of

this ministry.

Brad Rogers, Project Director
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Middle Creek Women
o0oShower 6 Ogl e
Hospice
The Presbyteria

sociation of Middle Creek Pres-
byterian Church, Winnebago
hosted a Shower to help supply
the recently opened Ogle
County Hospice House. Guests
enjoyed games and prizes and
food. The exciting opening of the
gifts by Peggy Richards, OGH
Vice President for Nursing, was a
big joy. Among the gifts was a
new quilt donated by Middle
Creekds Kindred
The quilt is in the Turning Twenty
pattern and was dedicated dur-
ing a Middle Creek worship ser-
vice. There was a good supply of
sheets, blankets, towels, small
appliances, and special gifts for
Serenity House. The house is for
patients and for their families to
have a place to gather.

Pat Stahl
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Blackhawk Presbytery Meeting

A festive
. orepgrrey. | and celebra-

it o ‘-_iﬁtory worship

o § service fea-

- turing the
* Morris Com-
munity High School Varsity
Singers and a
(think pastors sitting on the
floor at the front of the sanctu-
ary!) opened the first stated
presbytery meeting in 2009.
Members of First Presbyterian
Church in Morris were gra-
cious and attentive hosts.
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Outgoing
moderator,
elder Martha
Logeson
preached an
inspiring ser-
Be Or

monii 0 T o
and installed Rev. Karen
Herbst -Kim as moderator of
the Presbytery for 2009.

For the dayos
portunity, Rev. Blake Richter
introduced the new film docu-
mentary released by Wither -
spoon Press, John Calvin: His
Life & Legacy. Rev. Richter
produced the documentary for
PC(USA) . He shared stories of
the production process and
0good stuffo t
on the cutting room floor.

Rev. John Hamilton, modera-
tor of the Kenya Partnership
and pastor at First Presbyte-
rian Church, Rochelle, shared
scenes from
training that he and elder Dale
Hammond from First Presbyte-
rian Church, Joliet, led in

@ti Presbyteries last fall.

N o

h a

t he

IANS

The video made tangible what
it means for Blackhawk Presby-
tery to be
ground. o

The presbytery voted on the
proposed amendments to the
constitution of the Presbyterian
BrufcP(OsaP M8d€r&dP O N
Herbst-Kim led presbyters
through a prayerful and respect-
ful discussion and voting proc-
€ess.

The following proposed
amendments were affirmed by
Blackhawk Presbytery:

08-C.
wi t h
Amending G -6.0202b and G-
6.0401

08-D. General Assembly

U coufkil \Bv&iéPChange fi On
Amending throughout the
Book of Order

08-E. Nongeographic Presby-
I e MOnAGen@iy G -
11.0102 and G-12.0102k

08-F. Presbytery Membership
of Certified Christian Educa-
torsi On Amending G -
11.0407 and G-14.0730

08-G. Synod Membership on
Permanent Committees i On
13.0108, and G-13.0202a

08-H. Five Ordination Exami-
nationsii On Amending G -
14.0431

88é‘]a %Itgrrp\agvg Forms of

Resolutionii On Amending D -

2.0103 and D-1-.0202h

A February 10, 2009

0 mi s s firmed &by Blackhawk Presby-

Repl acing
oComperssi on

Amefding G t1R01d7ec- | e f

~

The following proposed
amendments were not af-

tery:

08-A. Vows of Member-
shipii On Amending G -
5.0200

08-B. Ordained Officers i
On Amending G -6.0106b,
G-14.0240, and G-14.0450

08-I. Certified Christian
Educatorsii On Amending
G-14.0730

(Note: Section numbers, for
eé( I(?nG —%3.0%07,5efer to
num rlné)in tltﬁe BoBk of Or-
er)

All four ecumenical state-
ments were affirmed.

Papers and minutes from
the presbytery meeting are
available at the presbytery
website.

The next stated meeting of
Blackhawk Presbytery is May
12, 2009 at First Presbyterian
Church, Belvidere.
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