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Our Vision 

Grounded in the biblical  

image for human  

community, 

As disciples of Jesus,  

Following His witness & com-

mand for His church,  

Guided by the principles of 

trust, open communication, 

& genuine relationships,  

We will challenge & 

support our congregations to be 

thriving faith communities by 

Providing competent 

pastoral leadership, 

Resourcing to energize 

ministry, &  

Developing networks &  

partnerships of  

Presbyterians 

First Presbyterian Church, Aurora Seeks 

Dismissal from PC(USA) 

 On Sunday, April 5, the congregation of First Presbyterian Church of 

Aurora held a congregational meeting to vote on whether to seek dis-

missal from the Presbytery of Blackhawk and the PC(USA) to the Evan-

gelical Presbyterian Church.  There were 334 votes cast with a result of 

317 in favor of seeking dismissal and 17 against the motion.  First Aurora 

reports a membership of 847.   

 Speaking on behalf of Blackhawk Presbytery prior to the vote were 

Carl Gray, pastor at Fox Valley Presbyterian Church in Geneva, John 

Rickard, general presbyter of Blackhawk Presbytery and Karen Herbst-

Kim, associate pastor at Westminster Presbyterian Church in DeKalb and 

Moderator of Blackhawk Presbytery.  

 An ad hoc committee of Blackhawk Presbytery has been formed to 

work with First Presbyterian Church.  The committee includes clergy 

Carl Gray (Geneva Fox Valley), Terry Hennesy (Oswego, Gary Huffman 

(retired-Elgin), and Chuck Legvold (Aurora Westminster) and elders: 

Beth Elbersen (Woodstock) and Fred Parker (Plainfield Wheatland).  

Please keep these folk and the members of 1st Aurora in your prayers.   

 The committee has met and will ask Blackhawk Presbytery at its May 

meeting to appoint it as an administrative commission to work with First 

Aurora to bring a recommendation for action to a later presbytery meet-

ing. 

 Please keep our brothers and sisters in Christ in your prayers. 

2009 Presbytery-Wide Mission Trip 

 As you read this newsletter, 31 people from 7 churches in Blackhawk Presbytery are on their 

way to the New Orleans area to help rebuild homes and lives that continue to be impacted by 

hurricane Katrina.  Team members are: Cheryl Brinks, Dick Brinks, Bill Pittenger, Lynn Stewart, 

Marge Stewart, Ed Waters (Crystal Lake, Ridgefield); Jacque Eads, Roger Eads, George Dewey, 

Robert Hill, Ralph McGuire, Donald Miller, Jeanette Miller (Elgin First); Diana Shoewalter 

(Geneva, Fox Valley); Colleen Lawrence, Donald Lawrence, Stanley Pfoutz, Margery Zimmerman, 

Richard Zimmerman (Franklin Grove First); Bob Aagesen, Ruth Aagesen, Art Drummond, Penny 

Glassman, Diane Gross, Debra Krase, Dick Krase, Ted Mathewson (Oswego); Helen Kilgore, 

Dave Marcure (Schapville Zion); Lynne Sobczak, Marty Sobczak (Woodstock First). 

 Again, this year, the Blackhawk Presbytery group is working through Presbyterian Community 

Outreach, headquartered in Slidell, LA.  This MSRB sponsored mission opportunity is partially 

supported through contributions to the Blackhawk Presbytery mission budget. 



 There is a deep sadness in my soul as we share the desire of 317 mem-

bers of First Presbyterian Church, Aurora to be dismissed from the Pres-

bytery.  Indeed, there is a deep sadness among all of the special commit-

tee that the Committee on Ministry appointed that has been working with 

that congregation.  But we are where we are, and that special committee 

will become an Administrative Commission at the May Presbytery meet-

ing to work through the consequences of their desire.  At this moment we 

donõt know where the hearts of the other 500+ members are, but the com-

mittee is attempting to contact them.  We donõt know about property is-

sues or other assets or a time line or even all the questions that will come 

up.  But the committee is working on them.  We do know that we seek to 

work through this as Christian brothers and sisters avoiding the need for resorting to the secular 

court. 

 We do know that much prayer has already been lifted up and much more prayer will be needed 

and asked forñfor the Administrative Commission, the people of First Aurora, neighboring 

churches, the ministry of the church, and the ministry of Blackhawk Presbytery.  Pray for these 

folks and for this process regularly please. 

 Speaking of prayerñpray also for our folks on the Mission trip to Slidell, LAñfor their safety and 

good work.  Pray for Central Presbyterian Church in New Lenox for its transformation and re-

newal.  Pray for the new pastors, their congregations, and their ministries.  And pray for Brenda 

Harcourt in Kenya.  For all these and more, there is much joy in my soul as there is among those 

experiencing and sharing the good news.  And for the many ways that the people of this Presby-

tery bear witness to the risen Christ I give thanks and pray Godõs blessing on you all. 

Peace, John 

Johnõs Space 
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Amendment B Defeated:  Presbyteries Keep òfidelity and 

chastityó Ordination Standard 

From Presbyterian News Ser-

vice  

 Though the formal results 

await certification by the Of-

fice of the General Assem-

bly, all unofficial tallies show 

that Amendment B ñ which 

would replace the current 

Presbyterian Church (USA) 

constitutional requirement 

that church officers live in 

òfidelity within the covenant 

of marriage between a man 

and a woman or chastity in 

singlenessó with a new sec-

tion G-6.0106b of The Book of 

Order  ñ has been defeated. 

 After voting on Saturday, 

April 25, the count is 69 pres-

byteries in favor with 88 op-

posed ñ one more than the 

majority of 87 out of 173 pres-

byteries required to decide 

the matter. 

 Last yearõs 218th General 

Assembly proposed the 

amendment, which would re-

place the commonly-called 

òfidelity and chastityó clause 

with new language.  

 The òfidelity and chastityó pro-

vision was added to the Book of 

Order in voting following the 

1996 General Assembly. Two 

subsequent proposals to delete it 

have failed in presbytery voting 

ˈ following the 1997 Assembly 

by a vote of 57-114 and following 

the 2001 Assembly by a vote of 

46-127. 

 Amendment B failed in Black-

hawk Presbytery.  Voting on pro-

posed amendments took place at 

the February 2009 presbytery 

meeting. 
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News From & About Our Congregations 

As Servants of the Living 

GodñTransformation at 

Central Presbyterian 

Church, New Lenox 

 Taking a snapshot freezes 

the frame on a living, grow-

ing, breathing subject.  For 

that micro-second, we cap-

ture the likeness of the per-

son who continues to grow 

and develop, never staying 

the same, always changing.  

And so it is with the congre-

gation of Central Presbyte-

rian Church of New Lenox.  

This is a snapshot, a brief pic-

ture of how we look today. 

 In 2007, we were granted a 

sum of money to help us ex-

tend the time and the savings 

the congregation had com-

mitted to turning a declining 

membership church into a 

thriving membership church.  

In moments of exuberance as 

when four new members join 

on the same Sunday, we re-

joice.  When snow, sleet and 

ice dictate low attendance at 

worship and Sunday school, 

we despair.  But whether in 

joy or in suffering, we know 

that we are children of the 

Living God, meant to be in 

this place, serving one an-

other and our community. 

 How do we serve? We hold 

an open, no-fee Vacation Bi-

ble School to provide reli-

gious training so that every 

child who desires can receive 

the Bible stories, the fellow-

ship, and the love of Christ's 

followers for free.  Although 

our own Sunday school num-

bers seven, more than 35 

came last year and over half 

our congregation volunteered. 

 Two years ago we began a 

"Newcomer's Fair" which fea-

tured police fingerprinting of 

toddlers and fire men instruct-

ing in "Stop, Drop and Roll" 

and other fire safety measures.  

Vendors, local service provid-

ers or merchants who dis-

played their wares, were in-

cluded in the event offering 

giveaways and discounts.  The 

local elementary schools have 

taken over that effort , now, 

with great success. 

 We have tried a number of 

events such as "A Hoote-

nanny," and the Covenant 

Players but nothing has had 

the attendance of our regular 

Bible Study (most recently the 

Book of Hebrews) and an out-

reach effort called "Ladies 

Who Lunch."  Seeking to offer 

a place of friendship to those 

newly located to New Lenox or 

to those who feel isolated in 

the suburbs, Ladies Who 

Lunch meets monthly. We en-

joy fellowship, activities, and, 

occasionally, the cinema.  Tak-

ing advantage of the many 

restaurant offerings locally, 

we meet at a different place 

each month.  In spring and au-

tumn, we are hosts to a tea 

which allows us an opportunity 

to gift each other or the home-

bound with Easter baskets, 

cards or the church with tulip 

bulbs for spring. 

 Our worship has grown and 

we have above average visit-

ing so that teams of greeters 

have been specially trained.  

A blend of contemporary 

praise music and an enthusias-

tic choir are exciting additions 

to the service of worship which 

changes every week.  We are 

enthusiastic because of the 

Gospel, but know that we can 

and will work harder to connect 

with our neighbors.  To that 

end, we are helping to host a 

leadership training event in 

Coal City's Church of Hope, 

with Rev. Phil Tom, Associate 

for Small Church and Commu-

nity Ministry at General Assem-

bly Council.  His topics are "Re-

connecting with Our Commu-

nity" and "Shared Ministry Re-

sources." 

 We are a small church grow-

ing in the Word of the Lord, fol-

lowing in the Master's footsteps 

and learning how to be a ser-

vant people in New Lenox, Illi-

nois.  Praise God from whom all 

blessings flow. 

Hope Sibson, pastor 

 

 

Editorõs note:  This work is 

funded through an existing con-

gregation transformation grant 

from the General Assembly of 

PC)USA), the Synod of Lincoln 

Trails, and Blackhawk Presby-

tery.  The Mission Strategies & 

Resources Board is responsible 

for grant oversight.  
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Rev. Gavin Finefield In-

stalled as Pastor 

 On a snowy March 29, 2009, 

Rev. Gavin Finefield was in-

stalled as the new pastor of 

First Presbyterian Church, 

Henry, Illinois.  

More News From and About our Congregations 

  Friends and family of Rev. 

Finefield were present, both as 

participants in the service and 

as members of the congrega-

tion.  Rev. Wesley Dickson, pas-

tor of the Colita United Method-

ist Church, Colita, IL and Rev. 

Finefieldõs seminary roommate, 

gave the sermon.  Suzanne Fine-

field, elder at Park Presbyterian 

Church, Streator, co-moderator 

of Blackhawk Presbyteryõs Com-

mittee on Ministry and Rev. 

Finefieldõs mother, presented 

the charge to the pastor in a 

unique way.  

  Following the service the 

ladies of First Presbyterian 

Church served a delicious 

lunch to the attendees. 

 First Presbyterian Church 

is excited about our new pas-

tor and we are looking for-

ward to our time together. 

Jean Shafer 

 

Blackhawk Presbytery Financial Update 

 Preliminary year-end-

reports for 2008 show that 

both per capita and mission 

income was less than budg-

eted.  On the per capita side, 

expenses were also down re-

sulting in a positive balance of 

approximately $16,000.  The 

mission budget was a differ-

ent story.  Expenses ex-

ceeded income by more than 

$18,000. Since these two funds 

are held in the same account 

for cash reserve purposes, it 

means that we essentially 

broke even. Unfortunately, the 

presbyteryõs reserves have 

been diminished to a point 

that they are well below the 

established preferred level of 

$100,000. During the last half 

of 2008, the Business Affairs 

Committee (BAC) imple-

mented expense controls to 

stabilize and try to re-grow 

the reserve balance to the 

recommended level. 

 Early pledge reports for 2009 

suggest that in the current eco-

nomic environment, you, our 

congregations, may not be able 

to meet the 2009 budget which is 

about $11,000 higher than 2008.  

To keep from further drawing 

down our reserves and to main-

tain a positive cash flow, BAC is 

continuing its expense controls 

and conditionally reducing or 

holding funding in the mission 

budget. 

 Specifically, the Mission Strate-

gies & Resources Board has been 

asked to use the separate Church 

Development Fund for any new 

church development projects 

being funded in 2009 in order to 

off-load $25,000 from the mission 

expense budget. Mission grants 

within the presbytery are cur-

rently suspended until funding 

becomes available.  The Com-

mittee on Ministry and Prepara-

tion for Ministry are freezing ex-

penses.  

 In the personnel area, the 

General Presbyter has volun-

teered to reduce his 2009 sal-

ary increase to 2008 levels 

within the mission budget.  

(This change to his terms of 

call will come to the May 

meeting of the Presbytery for 

vote).  The hours of the com-

munication and resources co-

ordinator have been capped 

at 15 hours per week. 

 BAC recognizes that every-

one is facing financial uncer-

tainty at this time and that eve-

ryone is unsure of what impact 

the economic situation will 

have. We are working to be 

fiscally conservative while 

continuing to honor our vision 

for supporting congregations 

to be thriving faith communi-

ties. If you have questions or 

concerns, please direct them 

to me, Martha Logeson, mod-

erator, Business Affairs Com-

mittee at logeson@sbcglobal.net. 

Martha Logeson 
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Welcome New Pastors! 

Christina Berry, pastor  

First Presbyterian Church, 

Sterling  
Christina Berry grew up in Dodge 

City, Kansas. She has been married to 

Bob for 32 years. She was a counselor 

and worked in higher education for 

many years. Christina also worked as 

a volunteer and as paid staff in chil-

drenõs ministry and Christian Education. She writes 

curriculum for the PC(USA) and has served as a 

POINT person. She began her ministry with First 

Presbyterian Church, Sterling on Easter Sunday. She 

is a musician, avid reader, and loves dark chocolate. 

Karen Brugler, pastor 

First Presbyterian Church, Elgin  

Karen Brugler is a native of  South-

ern Illinois.  Following a distin-

guished career in social services 

and quality improvement, Karen 

attended Louisville Seminary, 

where she served as supply pastor 

to Okolona Presbyterian Church for two years, as a 

tutor for Greek and Old Testament, as a Wayne Oates 

Student Scholar, and as a student representative.  She 

served as Pastor and Head of Staff of Westminster 

Presbyterian Church in South Bend from 2004-2008.  

She has also served on the Administrative Committee 

of the Wabash Presbytery and on the Administrative 

Commission for the Nappanee Presbyterian Church. 

Jane Esterline, pastor 

Park Presbyterian Church, 

Streator 

Jane Esterlineõs relationship with 

PC(USA) began in 1980 through 

First Presbyterian Church of Berke-

ley, CA. In 1985 she and her  hus-

band David were commissioned as 

mission co-workers with PC(USA) and served for 

three years at the Presbyterian Theological College 

in Cameroon, West Africa and then for seven years at 

Pacific Theological College in Fiji, South Pacific. They 

moved to the Chicago area in 1996, where David is a 

faculty member with McCormick Seminary.  She is a 

graduate of North Park Seminary, Chicago and is 

blessed by the nurture and riches of two wonderful 

ecclesial conversations.  òBridging sacred conversa-

tions is a particular passion of mine,ó she says.  òIt is 

my joy to be included in the ministries of Blackhawk 

Presbytery.ó 

Frank Fisher, interim pastor, 

Waltham Presbyterian 

Church 

Frank Fisher is a second career, 

intentional interim/transitional 

pastor in the Presbyterian 

Church (USA).  During the final 

years of his first career, as a 

paramedic and administrator 

for the Chicago Fire Department, Frank graduated 

from McCormick Theological Seminary, and was 

ordained to an interim pastorate. Waltham Presby-

terian Church will be Frank's sixth interim pastor-

ate. Frank is a member of the Committee on Minis-

try for the Presbytery of Blackhawk, and is the Mod-

erator of the Association of Presbyterian Interim 

Ministry Specialists.  He is an Oblate of the ecu-

menical  Abbey of John the Baptist and Saint Bene-

dict in Bartonville, IL, where he has joined the rap-

idly growing number of those called to follow Saint 

Benedict's rule..  

John Oerter, designated pas-

tor, First Presbyterian 

Church, Gibson City 

John Oerter serves First Pres-

byterian Church, Gibson City 

and is married with Lucia 

Hutchison Oerter, who serves 

First Presbyterian Church, 

Pontiac as their interim pastor.  

Both John and Lucia love fly 

fishing, lively conversation and The Gospel, not 

necessarily in that order.  John and Lucia have 5 

living grandchildren between them. 

Lucia Oerter, interim pastor, 

First Presbyterian Church, 

Gibson City 

Lucia Oerter was born in Indi-

anapolis, graduated from Chris-

tian Theological Seminary 

(Indianapolis) and has served 

churches in Indianapolis, Louis-

ville, and Glen Ellyn. She has 

also served as Director of Com-

munications for the Synod of Alaska-Northwest. She 

is married to  John Oerterñrefer to Johnõs bio for 

the rest of the story! 

Look for more new pastor information in the 

next issue! 
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Brenda HarcourtñMission Co-Worker in Kenya 

 Brenda Harcourt was appointed in January 2009 to serve as a leadership 

trainer with the Presbyterian Church of East Africa in Kenya. She works in 

the eastern and Mt. Kenya regions where she works with both professional 

and volunteer church workers to improve their leadership skills. She 

trains Sunday school teachers and evangelists as well as pastors ordained 

to the ministry of Word and Sacrament. 

 Brendaõs service in Kenya is not her first appointment as a PC(USA) mis-

sion worker. From May 1989 to November 1991, Brenda was a seminary 

instructor in Peki, Ghana, serving with the Evangelical Presbyterian 

Church, Ghana. 

 Since she ended her first term service as a PC(USA) mission worker in 1991, Brenda has con-

tinued to be active in mission. She has led many groups traveling to Ghana, Scotland, and Kenya, 

and she has conducted orientations for Africans coming to the United States as well as for Ameri-

cans travelling to Kenya. 

 Prior to her appointment to Kenya, Brenda was solo pastor of First Presbyterian Church in Ore-

gon, Illinois. While in this position, she served on the Mission Committee of Blackhawk Presby-

tery developing a rotating system for training pastors, evangelists, elders, and deacons in Imenti 

Presbyteries in Kenya. She was the Moderator of Blackhawk Presbytery in 2002. 

 Brenda holds a bachelorõs degree in psychology from Millersville University in Millersville, 

Pennsylvania, and a Master of Divinity from Lancaster Theological Seminary in Lancaster, Penn-

sylvania. Brenda was ordained to the ministry of Word and Sacrament on September 27, 1992. 

She is a minister member of Blackhawk Presbytery.  

 Brenda has her own webpage: www.pcusa.org/missionconnections/profiles/harcourtb.htm 

 You can also reach her by email at: brenda_harcourt@yahoo.com  (note the _  between 

brenda and harcourt). 

 For churches interested in supporting Brendaõs ministry, Blackhawk Presbytery is the receiv-

ing site for contributions.  Blackhawk Presbytery processes remittances and forwards contribu-

tions to Presbyterian Church (USA). 

  Churches may give through Directed Mission Support (DMS) by designating Brenda Harcourt 

and including her DMS account numberñD507511ñon the remittance form.  Churches that give 

through Directed Mission Support are encouraged to pledge for this support, so that Brenda can 

be in relationship with you even before funds are remitted.  Blackhawk Presbytery encourages 

churches that choose this option to increase their total mission giving, rather than redirect mis-

sion dollars currently supporting other mission causes. 

 Churches may also give as an Extra Commitment Opportunity (ECO), over and above normal 

mission giving.  This is done by designating Brenda Harcourt and including her ECO account 

numberñE200441ñon the remittance form.  

 Questions about contributions may be directed to John Huff, Treasurer of Blackhawk Presby-

tery, at 815.732.3258 or jc2005@aol.com. 

 

 The information in this article, as well as instructions for individuals wishing to support 

Brendaõs ministry, is available at www.blachawkpresbytery.org.  

http://www.pcusa.org/missionconnections/profiles/harcourtb.htm
mailto:brenda_harcourt@yahoo.com
mailto:jc2005@aol.com
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Stronghold Offers New Programs for Adults:  Way-Points.org  

 Stronghold is proud to be part of Way-Points.org ð a consortium of thir-

teen Presbyterian Camp, Conference, and Retreat Centers from around the 

United States committed to providing quality, faith-based programming for 

adults. Each site is offering several local programs during 2009.  There is 

wide diversity in the programming being offered: physically challenging 

events held in the Rocky Mountains at Highlands Camp, intergenerational 

events at Ghost Ranch, and seminars led by seminary staff at Crestfield 

near Pittsburgh.  By sharing a common website and marketing avenues, 

each of the centers is able to host their local presbytery members and 

guests and also able to assist them in finding and registering for other qual-

ity programs around the country.  Programs offered at Stronghold are: 

Faith Values and Understanding Our Place in Nature  

 

 

 

 

Canoe Adventure  

 

 

 

 Visit www.way-points.org for a complete list of programs by 

location, date or type.  Call Jan Hartman, 815 732-6111 for details 

about Strongholdõs programs for 2009 or for information about 

other host sites and program opportunities . 

Stronghold Stories 

August 10-13, 2009 

Cost: $450/person double occupancy;  

$520/person single occupancy 

Faith values, biodynamic farming and community supported agriculture ð 

workshops and tours at Angelic Organics, featured in the documentary, 

The Real Dirt on Farmer John.  Discussions with eco-theologian Rev. Neddy 

Astudillo will center on facing the challenges of human impact in the natu-

ral world. Hands on activities and delicious natural foods.  Stay at Heritage 

Lodge on the Stronghold campus. 

August 17-20, 2009 

Cost: $335/person double occupancy;  

$415/ person single occupancy 

Yearning for a Summer Camp experience? Canoe the scenic Kish-

waukee and Rock Rivers, water pathways of the Sauk and Fox Na-

tive Americans. Canoe each day enjoying campfire vespers, 

songs, sõmores, and talks by local historian. Tent camping one 

night at Castle Rock State Park, others at Heritage Lodge.  Basic 

instruction included.  Come back to camp! 

Stronghold Mission  
To provide  

opportunities for people 
to experience the biblical 
vision for human commu-

nity through a retreat and 
camping environment. 

 

Stronghold Values 
Intentionally and un-
ashamedly Christian 

Engaging lifeõs realities 

Respect for creation 

 and creatures 

Hospitable  

A safe place 

Hope -full 

A place of second 
chances and grace 

Stronghold Camp & Conference Center 

PO Box 199 

1922 N. IL Rte. 2 

Oregon, IL 61061 

Phone: 815.732.6111 

Email 

office@strongholdcenter.org 

Website 

www.strongholdcenter.org 

 

Jan Hartman 

Stronghold Program & Operations Direc-

tor 

jan@strongholdcenter.org 

Ryan Anderson 

Stronghold Special Programs Director 

ryan@strongholdcenter.org 

http://www.way-points.org
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Resourcing to Energize Ministry 
 Presbytery Meetingsñ2009 

February 10, 2009ñFirst Presbyterian 

Church, Morris 

 

May 12, 2009ñFirst Presbyterian 

Church, Belvidere 

 

September 8, 2009ñWaltham Presby-

terian Church, Utica 

 

November 9-10, 2009ñStronghold 

Camp & Conference Center, Oregon 

Transitions 
Arrivals 

¶ Christina Berry, pastor, First 
Presbyterian Church,  Sterling 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Blackhawk Presbytery 
Resource Center 
 
Online Catalog: 
www.blackhawkpresbytery.org/
resourcecenter 
 
Email: 
resourcecenter@  
blackhawkpresbytery.org 

Call: 815.732.3258 x 614 

Visit:  Mon-Fri 9 am-4 pm 

(please call ahead if youõd like staff 

assistance) 

Blackhawk Presbytery 

PO Box 157 

1922 N. IL Rte. 2 

Oregon , IL 61061 

Phone: 815.732.3258 

Fax: 815.732.2569 

Email 

office@blackhawkpresbytery.org 

Website 

www.blackhawkpresbytery.org 

Rev. Dr. John E. Rickard 

General Presbyter 

johnrickard@blackhawkpresbytery.org 

 

Rev. John C. Huff 

Stated Clerk/Treasurer 

johnhuff@blackhawkpresbytery.org 

 

We want to share news of what 

our congregations are doing in 

mission and ministry!   Tell us 

about itñwith photos, if possible. 

Submit your news to Pat Wakeley,  

patw@blackhawkpresbytery.org 

or call 815.732.3258 x 610. 

Deadline for the next issue is  

June 3 

CONNECTING PRESBYTERIANS 

World Mission Challenge 2009ñFinding Your 

Place in the Partnership 
 Forty PC(USA) mission personnel with visit more than 100 pres-

byteries to share stories of Godõs work around the world this fall.  

Blackhawk Presbytery will host a mission co-worker itinerating 

throughout the presbytery the week of October 11-17. If your 

church is interested in hosting a visit or organizing a group 

event, please get in touch with Teresa Hagenbuch at  

teresahagenbuch@gmail.com. 
 

The Parish Paper 

 Blackhawk Presbytery has subscribed to The Parish Paper, a 

monthly newsletter of ideas and insights for active congregations 

co-edited by Herb Miller, Lyle Schaller, and Cynthia Woolever.   

 Blackhawk Presbyteryõs purchase of photocopy rights for The 

Parish Paper includes permission to provide copies to our con-

gregations and permission for each of our congregations to (a) 

photocopy or electronically distribute for local use as many cop-

ies as it needs, (b) post them on its Website, and (c) quote sen-

tences and paragraphs.  Congregations are not allowed (a) to de-

lete the copyright notice on page 2; (b) to re-write, paraphrase, 

or change the wording of sentences and paragraphs; or (c) to 

give any third partyñother than staff and constituentsñ

permission to photocopy or reprint (in any quantity, no matter 

how small, whether for free distribution or for sale).  

 Issues are distributed with the Connections e-update as they 

are received.  All issues are available at the presbytery website.   

 We hope youõll find this newsletter informative and useful. 

Your contributions to the presbytery per capita/administrative 

budget make this service possible. 


