JUNE 2009

CONNECTING PRESBYTER IANS

AN UPDATE FROM BLACK HAWK PRESBYTERY RIA
aa ..u O’S‘
2009 Presbytery -wide Mission Trip - "‘""':II|= =
I { ¢ 78  Thirty volunteers from seven "i d b .;?
it : N Blackhawk Presbytery churches
e .» spent the last week in April working fUg A
in the New Orleans area. This is the
S third year the presbytery has coordi-
& 47 nated a presbytery -wide mission trip Our Vision
* to continue helping restore homes Grounded in the biblical
that were devastated by Hurricane image for human
| Katrina in August 2005. Yes, there is community,
# still reconstruction and clean -up
Work needed! As disciples of Jesus,
. Our volunteers worked with Pres- Following His witness & com-
byterian Community Outreach (PCO) mand for His church,
of Slidell Louisiana. Presbyterian Community Outreach houses and co- Guided by the principles of
ordinates volunteer work groups from across the country at various work trust, open commurication,
sites in the Slidell/New Orleans area. PCO is well organized, providing & genine relationships,
good housing, materials, and tools for the work groups. We will challenge &

Our group was divided into four smaller groups working on four dif- support our congregations to be
ferent projects. Church Worl d Ser ihri\iygeithcomm@itissbyco)Irdir
Woods Project, o6 with a number of ofhef, %@dUNt gler «
centrate on a particular neighborhood and complete multiple homes pastoral leadership,
during a four week period. The Oswego group worked with Church
World Services on this project. The other three groups worked on indi- Resourcing to energize
vidual houses doing everything from laying and grouting tile, putting up ministry, &
insulation, building a deck, and the ever -popular hanging, mudding and Developing networks &
sanding drywall partnerships of

On Thursday evening of the week the Slidell church provided a won- Presbyterians
derful ©6Jambal ayad di nnefiyodrohoicekever y-eo-p-e—s—hot—0-f| spi

It was a good week with no rain, temperatures in the seventies and moderate humidity, at least
for that area. A lot of good work was accomplished with no injuries but a lot of sore muscles. Resi-
dents in the area are very appreciative for the help. We felt a sense of pride and accomplishment,
and were inspired by the experience.

Many thanks to the Elgin, Fox Valley, Franklin Grove, Oswego, Ridgefield Crystal Lake, Schap-
ville Zion, and Woodstock churches for making this mission trip a success.

The Mission Strategies & Resources Board is planning to do this again next year, agam working
with PCO in Slidell. We have already confirmed the week of April 26 ™ through the 30 " 2010
(traveling the weekend before and after).

We look forward to having YOU join us next year for an even larger group. Check it out and go
to www.pcoslidell.org and take a look.

Bill Pittenger, trip coordinator, on behalf of the
\ Mission Strategies & Resources BW
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that incorporated ten otherwise independent conferences into one.

workshop to Elders about their importance to the church and the re-
newal of the church. | want to share what was reported through the
Presbyterian News Service --

Big Tent workshop urges elderstore  -think role, take risks, be
‘dangerous' (by Janet Tuck , special to Presbyterian News Ser-
vice )

"The office of elder is not just some job in the church. It is a distinct
call and the key to the renewal of the Presbyterian Church."

Those are the words PC(USA) Stated Clerk Gradye Parsons told

sons went on to note that with the 500th anniversary of John Calvin's birth this year, we celebrate
Calvin's understanding of the office of elder. "Elders are called to service to change the world ac-
cording to God's plan. The office is not just about fixing the roof," he said. "Central in the role of
elder is relationship."”

Parsons urged elders to focus on nurturing faith and relationships as the office is set out accord-
ing to the Book of Order. "It is much more exciting than taking care of the budget or the building,"
he said. Elders are meant to be visible, leading worship, working along with the pastor in pastoral
care and pushing the envelope on trying new things. "My basic understanding of the Gospel is that
it is about change, and that can be scary," Parsons said.

The bottom line: being a dangerous elder is all about relationships and trying new ways of being,
despite our fears of failure. "We have to be willing to take risks," Parsons said.

| agree with Gradye. The role of Elder as Calvin envisioned it is essential to the life and well -
being of the Presbyterian Church. And we, the church, need Elders who understand their role as a
calling to lead the people of God in worship, mission, and taking risks for the sake of the Gospel. It
is more than budgets and fixing roofs. | invite you to share this with each and your fellow Elders as
you consider the ways that God is calling ea

New! Domestic Violence Awareness Network

An application from the Domestic Violence Awareness Network has been approved by the Mis-
sion Strategies & Resources Boardfi DVAN is now a recognized network in Blackhawk Presbytery.
The purpose of this network is to raise awareness of domestic violence in the faith community and
provide education for clergy and | ay | eaders
derstanding of its calling to be a healing and nurturing community. The network will have a presen-
tation and resources at the September 2009 presbytery meeting. Those interested in network
membership should contact Sally Hoffman, network facilitator, at  sallybob66@att.net .

Recognized networks and partnerships in Blackhawk Presbytery are groups of individuals and/or
congregations that share a similar interest and want to engage with others in a connectional way.
Recognized networks and partnerships may exhibit at Presbytery meetings and have access to the
floor of the Presbytery through the Mission Strategies & Resources Board. For more information
about networks and partnerships, contact MSRB member Teresa Hagenbuch at teresahagen-
buch@gmail.com or check the presbytery website.

o

Earlier this month, t he Gener al /

Gradye Parsons, Stated Clerk of the General Assembly, spoke at one

those gathered for his workshop, "Becoming Dangerous Elders." Par-
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The multi-
tudes appear
every third
week of Au-
gust, with a
A lifetime worth

\ . sions packed
\' into a small

like the gen-

tle rain of
springtime, but more like the
overnight blizzard that takes
away the breath of anyone who
forgot to check the weather re-
port for one day. Students ar-
rive at Northern lllinois Univer-
sity every fall fi -with their
hopes, joys, sorrows, passions,
aspirations, fears, questions,
life stories, and spiritual hun-
ger.

Houma Mission Trip

Presbyterian Campus Minis-
try (PCM) seeks to meet these
students wherever they are on
their faith journey and walk with
them through the mountains
and valleys of college life. PCM
is a congregation -based cam-
pus ministry of Westminster
Presbyterian Church in DeKalb.
The church ministers with and
to students through worship,
service opportunities, spiritual
formation, and fellowship. We
use the ancient tools of Jesus-
the Word of God to nourish the
soul and tasty food to nourish
the body.

Highlights from this past year
include:
1  We took our second mission
trip to Houma, Louisiana:
The hand of God seemed so

beautifully clear as the
Qroup arrived in Houma to

discover they would be

News From & About Our Congregations

Presbyterian Campus Minis-
try (PCM)

Page 3

flooring the exact same challenged my friends to meet
house they had gutted one with me for lunch and to bring a
year earlier! copy of their latest resume.
Students led worship on During lunch we would enjoy
February 15, a year follow- each othersd com
ing the tragic shooting on tales of woe, and help each
campus. Their thoughtful other network our way out of
liturgy, prayers, music se- this pit called

lections, and preaching led
the congregation in explor-
ing the theme of healing,
using the story of Naaman.
PCM stydents live Christian
community at its best.

They meet twice weekly to

Learning as we travelled
through our new status, we
found we werenot
effort led to another and we
eventually f or me
wor ki ng Networ ke

L We are now twenty plus strong
g;%\{[\'hgfa;g:j ggrp\/%o;tsone and counting. Our vision is to

find empla entfo all atten-
\(,3\/00”3 6s hands a now;esg]n% %@n to df sol\f;tetﬁk?%
' group. Il dm sorry
PCM is so very grateful to all ~ point in time we have not suc-
the people and congregations ceeded, even though we feel
of Blackhawk Presbytery. You  the economy is loosening its
support and make possible this  grip on our future employment.
ministry with your mission dol-

lars. God bless youl We have been meeting

weekly, beginning at a local
Rev. Karen HerbstKim restaurant and now in a church
Associate Pastor, Westminster conference room. We also have
Presbyterian Church, DeKalb help and prayers from our
church family. The Deacons and

Non -Working Networkers: prayer groups pitch -in and
Westminster Presbyterian make us lunch, while we brain-
Church, Rockford storm our way to success. We

Having been an electrician gﬁ\d/ﬁ ch)ll/eedreudngnea;n% :r\]/ e?ggkss
in the skilled trades, | have y

gotten used tod f eﬂessleth?h_lc, g&/oalrshoes

e’stand at
Lay-offs are part of construc-
tion, especially when the job is the”ergady for our names to be

completed. Being g witsd B@mi%th

g?nrges.rﬁis;ﬁ;tt?aha}g(#?Svgm avg Ournames in all the right places
) Y y and our positive attitudes in

the hardest. Knowing this from check. We know we would not

past experience, | heard of two be able to be ready without the

friends at Westminster who :
were in the process of being support we have received from

ol et goé6. | kne aChZJtEé@nvego r\ﬁh%ﬁh am-
tion they would be emotionally each other up through these tax-

stressed and severely de- ing and depressing times. This

pressed. | knew the cure to i
. . : s truly the work of the Lord!
this surprise was to keep verti- Tom Felder

cal and continue charging on. . ,
; : ONowmor ki ng Net)
Easier said than done! So, | TSFelder@comcast.ne

pany,

ounen

al on

t he

- o

wor k-
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For most of his life, Mike
Solberg, Senior Pastor of Sec-
ond Congregational United
Church of Christ in Rockford,
has dreamed of swimming
across the English Channel. As
a pastor, he has also devel-
oped a second dream: to sup-
port a school building project
in Waku Kungo, Angola.

A member of Blackhawk
Presbytery, the avid triathlete
and marathoner will soon see
both dreams become a reality
as he prepares to swim the
English Channel this Septem-
ber. In addition to conquering
the Channel, Rev. Solberg is
using the swim to raise at least
$50,000 to work with the Evan-
gelical Congregational
Church of Angola (IECA) to
construct a badly needed
school. In the town where 89
children were once killed in a
school bombing during An-

gol ads civil wa
work bringing hope and a vi-
able future to
children.

Rev. Solberg is able to pur-
sue this double dream due to a
$45,000 grant from the Na-
tional Clergy Renewal Pro-
gram of the Lilly Foundation.
The grant will fund the cost of
the swim and other activities
during a three month sabbati-
cal from his pastoral duties.

-
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Swim Mike Swim! Pastor To Swim English Channel
Fund School Building In Angola

The Mission: a School in
Waku Kungo, Angola

With the end
war in 2002, the country is
emerging from decades of vio-
lence and destruction, physical
and social. As part of a church
partnership, Rev. Solberg vis-
ited Angola in 2005, and was
impressed and intrigued by the
longing of young people for
education.

of

Education is the top social wit-
ness priority of the Evangelical
Congregational Church of An-
gola (IECA). IECA works to em-
body the good news of the gos-
pel by opening and expanding
education for as many young
people as possible. The church
has created more than 60
schools throughout the country,
most resulting from the dedica-
tion of local congregations, and
often providing education in
vastly underserved areas. By
raising funds to construct a 4
room school building in Waku
Kungo, the church will be able
to educate an additional 420 stu-
dents, including day -time edu-
cation of children, and evening
education of adults.

0ln the big pic
society, building a 4 room
&choollisk €mall thirsy. Butthal |
is why the connection to my
Wigylisi Ch&nben sgvien §s o im-
portant to me. In the context of
swimming the English Channel,
one stroke is a small thing. But
you only swim the Channel one
stroke at a time. There is no
other way. To me, building a
school in Angola and swimming
the English Channel are demon-
strations of the patience and
persistence we are called to
show as disciples of Jesus. Per-
haps it sounds a little odd, but |

~

think we just keep swimming
through the waters of bap- .
t ﬁ&g&PbaﬂévP' g |

The Means: Swimming the
English Channel

Fewer people have swum
the English Channel than
have climbed Mt. Everest.
The 21.5 mile crossing
through 60 degree water and
unpredictable sea conditions
is widely considered the
toughest endurance swim in
the world. Traditionally,
swimmers are not allowed to
use a wetsuit nor touch any
person or vessel during the
swim. Rev. Solberg has been
training for the swim for over
ayear.

f

Those who want to support
Rev. Solberg in his quest to
raise $50,000 to build the
school in Waku Kungo by
swimming the English Chan-
nel can make their tax -
deductible donations by go-
ing to
www.swimmikeswim.com _, or
by making donations to Sec-
ond Congregational United
Church of Christ (with Swim-
MikeSwim in the memo line
bf bhecks), 818 NdMR Gh@réha N
Strae?t, Rockford, IL 61101.

For more information, con-
tact Rev. Solberg at (815) 621-
1300, or email him at
mike@swimmikeswim.com .
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http://swimmikeswim.com/

