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AN UPDATE FROM BLACKHAWK PRESBYTERY

Westminster Joliet Fire

B by

: 12/29/2006

Before the fire After the fire

On the night of July 10, there was a fire at Westminster Presbyterian
Church in Joliet. The Sanctuary portion of the building sustained fire and
water damage and there was smoke and water damage to the Christian
Education building and social hall.

~ 77 Pastor Matt Robinson and the congre-
' gation rallied immediately and Sunday

following the service. And at the service,
s a child of God was baptized.

' Peggy Robinson says it best in the title
of her Facebook photo album from that
Sundayii after the firefi there is love!

Please keep the congregation and
its leaders in your prayers as they
move forward with the challenge and
opportunity that is re -building.

We understand that cleaning and res-
toration of the sanctuary is underway.
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Our Vision

Grounded in the biblical
image for human
community,

As disciples of Jesus,

Following His witness & com-
mand for His church,

Guided by the principles of
trust, open communication,
& genuine relationships,

We will challenge &

support our congregations to be

thriving faith communities by

Providing competent
pastoral leadership,

Resourcing to energize
ministry, &

Developing networks &
partnerships of
Presbyterians
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Johnos Space

Will return in the next issue!

Report from A Columbia Accompanier: Ann Legg

As most of you know, | am once again in Colombia to be part of a Chicago Presbytery delega-
tion and to serve as an accompanier for Colombian Presbyterians who continue to live out their
faith in spite of death threats from the paramilitaries.

When we arrived, | was in the group that went to Apartado. Apartadd is in the area known as
the Urab& which is one of the most conflicted parts of the country at this time. While there we vis-
ited several churches and the plantain plantation of one of them. At each church we met with mem-
bers who have been displaced because of the ongoing civil war and the forcing of campesinos
(farmers) off their land by the government and others who want to transform it into palm oil planta-
tions, or they want the valuable minerals underneath the soil.

At one church a seemingly endless stream of people came forward to tell their stories of one or
two or more displacements. We heard the same story over and over again of those who had their
official letter affirming their displacement, but when they went to Bogota to claim their benefits,
they were told that the money was no longer there. Evidently, someone else had fraudulently
been given that personds benefit.

The following day both groups departed their respective locations and met in Barranquilla,
headquarters for the Presbytery of the North Coast and the location of the Universidad Reformada
(Reformed University). While in Barranquilla, we met with more communities of displaced people
and heard their stories. One group of farmers has been trying for three years to buy a piece of
land from an owner who wants to sell it to them. They are already working the land and living on
it, but thus far have not been able to get the governmental organization which is responsible for
transferring land to the displaced to deed it to them. They requested that a letter be sent from our
group and from Presbyteries in the U.S. on their behalf. That letter is being composed. They also
requested that we meet with U.S. Embassy staff in Bogota.

My accompaniment assignment began August 1 . This is the rainy season, and there are thun-
der storms almost every midday, late afternoon and in the middle of the night. Barranquilla is the
only city in Colombia which does not have a storm sewer system. When it rains, streets fill with
water. Some streets not only fill with water but become raging rivers carrying away people, cars,
and debris.

To see photos from the Chicago delegation part of the trip goto  http://ann -
mission.smugmug.com/ . Photos may take awhile to load.



http://ann-mission.smugmug.com/
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GA 219

The 219th General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church
(USA) gathered in Minneapolis July 3 -July 10 for its biennial de-
P~ liberations. Commissioners, staff, and observers from Black-

hawk Presbytery are safely home.

[

riping ™
l\ 1 comes, and impacts. Those who did not attend are hearing
about the assemblyds decisions

. mean for themselves, their congregations, and the Presbyterian

219 ™ GENERALASSEMBLY (2010) & denomination.
— Blackhawk Presbytery leadership is thinking about follow  -up

to the General Assembly. How can commissioners best report back to the Presbytery? How can
we be sure that everyone who wants information about the work of the assembly has easy access
to it? How should the presbytery best discuss the proposed amendments to the Constitution that
will come before it for vote? Reporting back i sharing information fi creating opportunities for dis-
cussion; t hese are whatodos next .

oL | \ Those who attended are thinking about how they can best

1 Reporting back: Commissioners to GA will report back at the September 14 presbytery
meeting.

1 Sharing information: The place to go for comprehensive information about the deliberations
and actions of GA 219 is www.pcusa.org/ga219 . Here you will find not only final actions, but
committee deliberations, resources used as the committees did their work, and interpretive
materials.

T Creating opportunities for discussion: Pr el
discussion time for proposed amendment at the February 2010 presbytery meeting, with vot-
ing at the May 2010 meeting. We d | | keep yolu

In a letter send to every congregation at the close of the assembly, Cynthia Bolbach, newly
elected Moderator of the 219th General Assembly; Landon Whitsitt, newly elected Vice Moderator
of the 219th General Assembly; Gradye Parsons, Stated Clerk of the General Assembly; and Linda
Valentine, Executive Director of the General Assembly Mission Council stated that:

While all assemblies are significant, this one holds particular significance in the life of the PC
(USA). Among t he as s e miidbg @Gitfieddyepcesbgtériesndsare the addition of the Belhar
Confession to The Book of Confessions and a revised Form of Government.Both of these items give a
clear signal that we are a church that is not afraid to change d an important perspective to have in
these days of great change in the church and the world.

The assembly celebrated and was greatly encouraged by the commissioning of 122 young adult
volunteers and 17 new mission workers for service around the globe. Commissioners voted unani-
mously to renew the call to 0Grow Chri st 0 sstofes ur
of congregations that are growing in evangelism, discipleship, diversity, and servanthood. They cele-
brated the generosity of Presbyterians who have contributed more than $10.5 million to relief and re-
devel opment work in Hait.@i in the wake of Januar

Continued on p. 6/

describe the feel of the assembly,

and


http://gamc.pcusa.org/ministries/evangelism
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Presbyterian Women Issue 2010 CWS Kits Challenge! PO

Presbyterian Women in Blackhawk Presbytery joins you and your congregation in celebrating
the tremendous and growing participation in Kits challenges! Together we continue to make pow-
erful statements about how we care for people when they are in desperate situations.

To continue this withess, Presbyterian Women is issuing another challenge.
Will you respond generously?

Background:
The Church World Service (CWS) warehouse has committed to send hundreds of thousands of

School Kits to children in developing countries over the next year, to encourage them and their
families to start or continue their education. However, the quantities in the warehouse are less than
what is needed.

Weather emergencies in the U.S. have left many people with huge clean -up projects in their own
homes and neighborhoods. Church World Service has sent thousands of Emergency Clean-up
Buckets around the U.S. More are needed to replace the stock, to be ready for the next emergen-
cies.

The Challenge:

Al'l kinds of CWS Kits are welcome, buté Can E/
tery make at least 15 School Kits? Want to go the extra mile? Please make an Emergency Clean -
up Bucket or two, in addition!

I f each congregation participates, wedll have
many Clean -up Buckets! Kits contents and instructions are online at www.churchworldservice.org/
kits.

Plan now, and take advantage of back -to-school sales in August. Is your congregation great at
making the bags for the school kits? Or does your congregation need bags for the school kits?
Please contact Bev Scharlau at 815-667-4970 or tkdo1961@netzero.net and s he 6l | con

Bring the kits, in boxes, to the November Presbytery meeting at Stronghold, November 8-9
and CWS will get them to the warehouse free of charge. A donation of $2 per School Kit or
Bucket will help get the items from the warehouse to those in need. Checks may be made
out to CWS and can be brought to Stronghold.

Any guestions? Contact Julia Jones at (630) 9907441 or jjones@churchworldservice.org

On behalf of PW in Blackhawk, and the many who will feel our love, thank you for participating!
[ @
New Pastoral Leadership at Oregon First

The First Presbyterian Church of Oregon is pleased to announce the selection
of Commissioned Lay Pastor Alan R Lisk, Ph.D. to serve the congregation.

Dr. Lisk has an extensive background in business, management, education,
and has many experiences in facilitating group dynamics, including visioning
and conflict resolution.

Dr. Lisk is active in several Fourth Day ecumenical movements, including Cur-
sillo, Walk to Emmaus, and Tres Dias, where he serves as a Spiritual Director and

\CH

at

nect

sponsors candidates. j
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Stronghold Stories
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nmee

Stronghold Confirmation Retreat
September 17" § 19

Reserve a spot for your group of confirmands

tod ay' Stronghold Mission
i i i : . . To provide
Stronghold will provide experienced leadership to guide confirmands opportunities for people

through a weekend filled with a balance of spiritual, academic, and
physical components. Confirmation class members have the opportu-
nity to work with youth from other churches on challenging group pro-

to experience the bhiblical

vision for human commu

nity through a retreat and
camping environment.

jects. In addition, planned time for participation in discussion and re-
flection within their own home church groups.

Stronghold Values
We are in the process of planning our upcoming confirmation retreat and Intentionally and ur
would like your help. We need to know which churches plan to send ashamedly Christian
their confirmands to the Stronghold Confirmation Retreat. The registra- Engaging |ifed
tion deadline for this event is September 10 ", but we would greatly ap- )
Respect for creation

preciate knowing which churches are planning on attending this retreat

h and creatures
soon so that we can prepare the best possible retreat.

Hospitable
Please contact Pat Manasco and let her know if your church is participat- A safe place
ing.
9 Hope -full

A place of second
chances and grace

Stronghold Camp & Conference Center
PO Box 199
1922 N. IL Rte. 2
Oregon, IL 61061
Phone: 815.732.6111
Email
office@strongholdcenter.org
Web site

www@strongholdcenter.org

Jan Hartman
Stronghold Program & Operations Director
jan@strongholdcenter.org

Ryan Anderson
Stronghold Special Programs Director
ryan@strongholdcenter.org



mailto:PatM@strongholdcenter.org
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Resourcing to Energize Ministry

Presbytery Meetings 2010 Transitions

~ . Arrivals
September 14, 2010/ Unlted~Pres- Al Lisk, commissioned lay pas-

gﬁi”%':t(:humh of Freeport fi tor, First Presbyterian Church,
P Oregon

CE Eventil Save the Date

A Day for Christian Educatorsi
Saturday, November 6, 2010
10 am-4 pm, location TBD

November 8 -9, 2010 Stronghold
Center, Oregon

With POINT Representatives Chris-
tina Berry & Jane Esterline and for-

mer curriculum editor Meg Rift.

For everyone i mowdl ved
in Christian Education in the con-
gregation.

Registration information will be
available on the website Sept 7.

We want to share news of what

our congregations are doing in

mission and ministry! Tell us
about it with photos, if possible.

Submit your news to Pat Wakeley,
patw@blackhawkpresbytery.org

GA 219, contdoéd from page

The assembly also engaged in discussion about significant mat-
ters of faith and life & ordination standards, justice and peace in
the Middle East, and civil union and marriage, to name just a few.
Information on the more than 300 assembly actions is available at
www.pcusa.org/ga219 . Answers to frequently asked questions

or call 815.732.3258 x 610.

Deadline for the next issue is
September 15, 2010

Blackhawk Presbytery
PO Box 157
1922 N. IL Rte. 2
Oregon, IL 61061

Phone: 815.732.3258
Fax: 815.732.2569
Email
office@blackhawkpresbytery.org
Website
www.blackhawkpresbytery.org

Rev. Dr. John E. Rickard
General Presbyter

johnrickard@blackhawkpresbytery.org

Rev. John C. Huff
Stated Clerk/Treasurer
johnhuff@blackhawkpresbytery.org

about the items that have already garnered media attention are
accessible at www.pcusa.org/ga219 : Middle Governing Body
Commission, Ordination Standards, Civil Union and Marriage ,
Form of Government, & Middle East. We commend these re-
sources to you for their accurate and straightforward information.

While the content of the
may be of equal or greater importance is the manner in which
commissioners and advisory delegates did their work. They de-
bated, but did not fight. They tackled tough issues while refraining
from tackling each other. They placed great value on finding com-
mon ground as they displayed gracious, mutual forbearance to-
ward one another. They sought the will of God within their actions,
rather than regarding their decisions as the will of God. One com-
missioner called the experience of seeking & and finding & com-
mon ground truly OoOmiracul ous. 0

In short, this assembly exhibited to the whole church and, in-
deed, to our society and the world a way to engage in difficult is-
sues while maintaining respect for one another. To put it another
way, they exhibited well what i
sional demonstration of what Go
Order, G-3.0200).

May the good and faithful work begun in Minneapolis truly be just
the beginning of a season of respectful, earnest, and gracious en-
gagement 9 both in our words and in our deeds & all for the sake

oOhan

assembly

of the gospel . 6 /
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