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CONNECTING PRESBYTERIANS

AN UPDATE FROM BLACKHAWK PRESBYTERY

The POINT: Presbyterians Organized In
Nurture and Teaching

Please allow me to introduce your Black-
hawk Presbytery POINT persons. We are
Jane Esterline and Christina Berry, both
pastors (Jane at Streator; Christina at Ster-
ling) new to the Presbytery but not to the
PC(USA).

Jane and I are volunteers who believe in
the importance of Christian Education, not
as a compartmentalized program, nor as something that happens to chil-
dren until they are confirmed, but as a vital, integrated, purposeful in-
gredient of every part of the church: worship, mission, committee and
session work, and all points (pun intended) in-between.

Christina Berry  Jane Esterline

Long ago when I was a young teenager, the group Nilsson released
an album and an animated film called “The Point.” If you are too young
to remember it or were otherwise occupied in the early ‘70s, the story
was about a little boy named Oblio who lived in a place where every-
thing, and everyone but him, had a point. Oblio wore a pointed hat to
conceal his pointless condition until he finally went off in search of a
point and discovered that he’d had one all along.

Our POINT team, Presbyterians Organized In Nurture and Teaching,
definitely has a point. It is to help every church in the Presbytery of
Blackhawk to offer the very best in Christian Education for every mem-
ber. Unlike Oblio, we have a number of points! We are connecting
points, exclamation points, teaching, talking and listening points.

Connecting POINTSs

We POINT representatives do this by committing ourselves to an on-
going program of learning and to sharing whatever we can with congre-
gations. So we are, in that way, connecting POINTSs.

Exclamation POINTs

Your POINT persons, Jane Esterline and Christina Berry, are un-
abashed enthusiasts and advocates for Christian Education as an inte-
grated program of the church. We believe that loving God with our
minds and hearts depends upon an intentional and well-formed ap-
proach to Christian Education across the lifespan.
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Our Vision
Grounded in the 6iblical
image for Auman
community,

As disciples of Jesus,

Following 3{is witness & com-
mand for 3is church,

Guided by the principles of
trust, open communication,
& genuine relationships,

We will chaflenge &
support our congregations to be

thriving faith communities by

Providing competent
_pastoral leadership,

Resourcing to energize
ministry, &
Developing networks &

_partnerships of

In this issue:

j John's Space P

Retired Pastors Luncheon
p.2

Celebration of Mission
P-3

Aurora First Update p.3

P4
»' Stronghold Stories p.3

L

News Updates




CONNECTING PRESBYTERIANS \

John’s Space

Newsletters, whether paper or electronic, usually focus on events that
have already happened. It seems to be the way it works. Sometimes
though current and upcoming opportunities find their way in and provide a
“heads-up”. AsIlooked at this edition the “heads-up” is all over.
il After several years of dormancy we have two talented and exciting people
il to revive POINT (Presbyterians Organized in Nurture and Teaching). We
Presbyterians have a strong history of quality Christian Education and Nuzr-
ture. But it has not been something we have emphasized or been able to
resource from the Presbytery level recently. I am excited that Jane Ester-
line and Christian Berry have stepped forward to offer their services and
revive this ministry. If your congregation is looking for some help in Christian Education I encour- b
age you to contact them. Jane is the pastor at Park Presbyterian Church in Streator and Christina is
pastor at the First Presbyterian Church in Sterling.

This newsletter also contains a challenge to every congregation to make school kits again this
year. In the past this Presbytery has responded to this challenge in a very impressive manner. It
would be really impressive if we outdid ourselves again this year.

And then there is the upcoming “Celebration of Mission.” For the last several years we have
taken the opportunity at the September meeting of the Presbytery to celebrate some of what your
mission dollars have accomplished in the Presbytery, Synod, and through the General Assembly.
This year will be no different, except that this September it will be part of worship. So, as we cele-
brate our common work, we will do so in the context of this work being part of our offering of
thanks to God and of giving God the glory for all that we do. And if you have read the article you
know that we are stretching ourselves technologically as we try to a live radio broadcast of the
worship and have simultaneous communion with our partners in Kenya. There is a lot that can go
wrong, but also a lot that can go right and we pray this too will help us give all praise and glory to
God.

Having changed our meeting pattern this year from six to four meetings and eliminating the
summer meeting it has been a long time since we have gathered as a Presbytery. Ilook forward
to this meeting being a chance for us to reconnect with one another and truly celebrate the mis-
sion and ministry that is done in God's name through our common work and because of the stew-
ardship and commitment of the Presbyterian Christians in our congregations.

Peace,
John Rickard, general presbyter

Retired Pastor Luncheons

The PC(USA) Board of Pensions and Blackhawk Presbytery invite retired pastors and their
spouses to a luncheon to talk about pension and medical benefit issues. There are two opportuni-

ties:
¢ October 6 at the Holiday Inn, Rockiford
o October 6 at Starved Rock State Park, Utica
Both luncheons begin at noon.
Reservations are required. Please contact Barb Kirchner at the presbytery office, 815.732.3258 or
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Blackhawk Presbytery is
planning a unique “Celebration
of Mission” at its September 8
presbytery meeting at Waltham
Presbyterian Church. In the
spirit of “worshipful work”, the
presbytery is combining its of-
fering of worship to God with its
| focus on mission and ministry,
lifting up its work in its worship.
This two hour worship service
will interweave scripture, lit-
urgy, music, and storytelling,
culminating in the celebration
of the sacrament of the Lord’s
Supper.

WTPB-LP, 99.3 FM in Rock-
ford, IL will broadcast the
“Celebration of Mission” live
from 10 am-noon, CST, on Sep-
tember 8 and streaming live on
the internet at www.wtpblp.com.
WTPB-LP is a ministry of Third
Presbyterian Church, Rockford,
developed by volunteers from
the congregation. Blackhawk
Presbytery has supported this
development through its pres-
bytery-wide mission grant pro-
gram.

Blackhawk Presbytery Plans
“Celebration of Mission”

Communication linkages
permitting, mission co-worker
Rev. Brenda Harcourt and col-
leagues and friends from
Blackhawk Presbytery’s Kenya
partners in Imenti Presbyteries
will join the celebration in real
time via Skype.

Mission and ministry stories
interwoven throughout the ser-
vice include: Stronghold Camp
& Retreat Center, the Campus
Ministry Program of Westmin-
ster Presbyterian Church,
DeKalb, the Synod of Lincoln
Trails, Presbyterian Church
(USA) World Mission, mission
co-worker Rev. Brenda Har-
court, the annual presbytery-
wide mission trip to the New
Orleans area, and Third Pres-
byterian Church, Rockford's,
low power radio station.

Worship leaders for the
“Celebration of Mission” are
Rev. Frank Fisher, Rev. Brenda
Harcourt, Rev. Karen Herbst-
Kim (associate pastor, West-
minster Presbyterian Church,
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DeKalb), Rev. Carol McDonald
(co-executive, Synod of Lincoln
Trails), and Rev. John Rickard
(general presbyter).

Mission storytellers are Jan
Hartman (director, program and
operations, Stronghold Camp &
Retreat Center), Jessie Jeanette
(Campus Ministry Program par-
ticipant) Rev. Carol McDonald,
Bruce Whearty (Presbyterian
World Mission), Rev. Brenda
Harcourt, Colleen Lawrence,
(commissioned lay pastor, First
Presbyterian Church, Franklin
Grove, IL), and Rev. Murray
Hanson (pastor, Third Presbyte-
rian Church, Rockford).

We invite all minister mem-
bers, commissioners, and lay
leaders to join us for this special
celebration of our work as a

presbytery.

.

Aurora First Dismissal Request

The administrative commission elected by Blackhawk Presbytery to address First Presbyterian
Church, Aurora’s request for dismissal from the Presbyterian Church (USA) is at work. The com-
mission has met with representatives from Aurora First to explore options related to property
and other assets, care for members who may not wish to leave PC (USA), and a myriad of other
issues that must be addressed. The commission’s charge is to present a recommendation for
terms of dismissal to the members of the presbytery for a vote. The commission expects to com-
plete its work and present a recommendation to the presbytery at the November 2009 presby-
tery meeting. Questions may be addressed to the general presbyter, Rev. John Rickard.

J

-

——

o ————




CONNECTING PRESBYTERIANS

News Updates

Compassion Fatigue Pre-
vention & Resiliency for
Faith Leaders

The November 9 pre-
presbytery meeting learning
opportunity this year is a one
day workshop for clergy and
lay leaders who bear witness
to trauma and suffering as part
of their service in congrega-
tions and communities. Pre-
senter J. Eric Gentry provides
an intensive experiential train-
ing for helpers and caregivers
to prevent compassion fatigue
and other work/service re-
lated effects of stress. This
workshop is ideal for clergy
and lay leaders involved in
ministries of helping and care.

J. Eric Gentry, PhD, LMHC is
an internationally-recognized
leader in the study and treat-
ment of compassion fatigue.
He has worked with hundreds
of professional caregivers
from Oklahoma City, New
York City, and the state of
Florida, following their work
with disaster survivors. In
2008, Presbyterian Disaster
Assistance brought Dr. Gentry
in to work with caregivers fol-
lowing the shootings at North-
ern lllinois University. His
commitment to his mission to
serve caregivers is evident
throughout this training. You
will be challenged, inspired,
and uplifted by Dr. Gentry and
this unique training experi-
ence.

Registration forms are avail-

able at the presbytery web-
site.

-

CWS Kits Challenge 2009
The Presbyterian Women of
Blackhawk Presbytery have is-
sued a challenge to each con-
gregation in Blackhawk Presby-
tery. Can your congregation
make at least 10 school, hygiene
or baby kits or emergency clean
up buckets for Church World
Service? Or 10 more than you
made last year? These kits are a
great way to get everyone in
your congregation involved in
mission! Bring your completed
kits to the November 10 presby-
tery meeting at Stronghold—
they will be dedicated and
picked up Church World Ser-
vice staff and volunteers. CWS
also requests a donation of $2
per kit to cover processing/
shipping costs. Your support is
vital to assure the Kits reach
their destination when needed.

For kit instructions and pro-
motional materials visit
www.churchworldservice.org or
call the regional office at
888.297.2767. Staff members
are available to speak to groups
about where and how the Kits
are used around the world.

World Mission Challenge

Rev. Doug Or-
baker, mission co
-worker from
- Guatemala, will
_ be itinerating in
. Blackhawk Pres-
& bytery October 2
W\ -9, 2009.

~

There are still a few time
slots available. Churches in-
terested in having Rev.
Orbaker visit should contact
Teresa Hagenbuch at

teresahagenuch@gmail.com or
815.288.2116.

World Mission Challenge is
designed to connect Presby-
terian Churches with Presby-
terian mission workers.
Please continue to pray daily
for mission workers as they
serve Christ in your name.

Swim Mike Swim!

Rev. Mike Solberg, senior
pastor, Second Congrega-
tional Church, Rockford and
minister member of Black-
hawk Presbytery will swim
the English Channel on Sep-
tember 11, 2009.

Mike is swimming for the
challenge, yes, and for mis-
sion. He is using the swim to
raise $50,000 to build a
school in Waku Kungo, An-
gola.

You can support Mike in
this endeavor through your
prayers and through contri-
butions to the school-building
project. Go to

www.swimmikeswim.com for
more information and to learn
what Mike is doing..
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Stronghold Stories

Sing to the Lord with thanksgiving; make music to our God on
the harp. God covers the sky with clouds; God supplies the
earth with rain and makes grass grow on the hills. Psalm 147

Stronghold is a place of spectacular natural beauty every
day of the year; however there are some special “mini sea-
sons” that we are blessed to observe. Late summer is one of
those seasons when there is just too much (almost) to take in
and savor. The Illinois Natural Areas Inventory (INAI) was
conducted by the University of Illinois, the Natural Land Insti-
tute and the (now) Illinois Department of Natural Resources in
the mid-1970 to document remaining examples of the natural

communities of lllinois. Stronghold’s “glacial drit hilltop prairie” was Stronghold Mission
noted as one of the “high quality, relatively undisturbed sites". To provide
When one stands on the hill prairie and takes a “360 view” of the ;’OPP"":‘:I,’:::: fﬁ; Eﬁgﬁ
handiwork displayed, one gets a real sense of what the Psalmist was try- | ision for human community
ing to express and how often words can't come close. This small area of through a retreat and
hilltop prairie is bursting with late summer color; saw tooth sunflower, camping environment.
prairie coreopsis, early goldenrod, both pale purple and purple cone-
flower and two varieties of wild lettuce just to name a few. The native Stronghold Values
grasses, Little Bluestem, foxtail and prairie sedge, are beginning to form Intentionally and une
seed heads and will begin to change from a dozen shades of green to ashamedly Christian
hues of pale red though tans and browns. [ ngaging lfe's realities
The limestone seep spring is another of the little-known and less vis- Respect for creation
ited areas at Stronghold. While early spring is lush and vibrant at the and creatures
seep, late summer and early fall offer clear and less obstructed views of Hespitable
varieties of moss, lichens and a variety of intricate, tiny fungi. The seep is A safe place
also a good site to watch for deer, raccoons and coyote. P
Just to drive along the roadways at Stronghold will offer views of sev- Flope-full
eral varieties of gentian, chicory, thistle and daisies. Come for a visit and Aplace of second
ances and 5race

give thanks with us for this spectacular sample of God’s of creation.
i oy G Jan Hartman
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dcentar.org

Jan Haztiman

(INAI material sited from Ogle County, lllinois: Amendatory Comprehen-
wi’lan, 2008)







