BUSINESS AFFAIRS COMMITTEE (BAC)

REPORT TO PRESBYTERY

MAY 2010

The Business Affairs Committee joyfully celebrates that Blackhawk Presbytery had our highest 1st quarter mission giving in the past 4 years!  This is partially because of the generous response to Haiti support, but even without that disaster response, it would have still been the highest giving quarter.  Thank you!  
We also celebrate a new project through Applied Ecological Services.  This work assists Stronghold and the Presbytery with implementing a comprehensive program for managing and protecting Strongholds natural resources in support of the conservation vision and environmental education goals.  It will be paid for using money from Ventures in Faith. 
We continue to watch the budget carefully, with an eye to the future.  During this difficult financial time, we are committed to looking at alternative strategies for reducing costs while remaining faithful to the ministry of this Presbytery.  While Blackhawk Presbytery is in a better place financially than many surrounding Presbyteries, we are in a much leaner position than previous years.  There may be some very difficult budget decisions in our near future.
Lastly, we feel blessed to have a Presbytery camp.  In order to ensure Stronghold’s survival in the future, we need people to use this great ministry location!  Please encourage your congregations- from the pulpit, in newsletters, through word of mouth- to sign up their kids for camp and to consider holding retreats or other events at Stronghold.
Respectfully submitted,

Rev. Karen Herbst-Kim        
