AGREEMENT FOR DISMISSAL
The Administrative Commission of Blackhawk Presbytery, elected to negotiate the dismissal of First Presbyterian Church of Aurora, and the Negotiating Committee of the Session of First Presbyterian Church of Aurora recommends that the Presbytery of Blackhawk (hereinafter “Presbytery”) dismiss the First Presbyterian Church of Aurora (hereinafter “FPC Aurora”) to the Evangelical Presbyterian Church in accordance with the following covenant:

Humbly acknowledging that Jesus prayed that his disciples be united as a witness to him in the world (John 17), we confess that in this act of separating we deny Jesus’ intent; we confess our brokenness and our sinfulness.  But in God’s gracious forgiveness we also believe that the Holy Spirit has guided us in our conversation and negotiation to this conclusion.  

We share the belief that scripture calls us to seek to resolve our disagreements and avoid the harm that is done to the Gospel and the Church when Christians resort to civil litigation and witness to their brokenness, rather than the love of neighbor and of enemies that Christ commands.  We are aware that this proposal will not meet the expectations of some members of FPC Aurora and of the Presbytery; we have compromised to reach this agreement; we have agreed to mutual material sacrifices; and we have acknowledged fundamental differences remain.  This is, however, our best effort to act in the way of Christ putting others before ourselves, supporting Christian ministry and mission of both FPC Aurora and of the Presbytery, and seeking the reconciliation to which we are called in Christ.
The following terms are recommended:

· That, upon the release of existing original documents (Register, Roll and Minutes of Session) of FPC Aurora to the Presbyterian Historical Society, the Presbytery and FPC Aurora will share the cost of microfilming;

· That FPC Aurora may retain ownership and use of the name “First Presbyterian Church of Aurora” for as long as it remains affiliated with a Presbyterian denomination.  To avoid confusion the symbol/logo of the PC(USA) shall be removed from all church signs;

· That a document will be prepared by appropriate legal representatives that will release responsibility for each party’s liabilities;

· That the Presbytery will release any claim or title to the property currently held and managed by FPC Aurora with the understanding that a dismissal fee of $140,000 will be given to the Presbytery on the following terms:

· Eighty-five thousand dollars ($85,000) of the fee shall be contributed to the Wayside Cross Building Fund, by Presbytery. This payment is due from FPC Aurora to Presbytery within thirty-six (36) months of the date of dismissal of FPC Aurora to the Evangelical Presbyterian Church.
· Fifty-five thousand dollars ($55,000) of the settlement shall be used by  Presbytery for reimbursement of all expenses related to this dismissal process and the residue to be distributed to the Mission Strategies and Resources Board to support currently approved Presbytery missions.  Disbursements in support of said missions shall be in the discretion of Presbytery.  This payment is due within ninety (90) days of dismissal.  
· That the real property currently held and managed by FPC Aurora will revert to the Presbytery should FPC Aurora seek dismissal from the Evangelical Presbyterian Church to any other than a currently recognized Reformed denomination, or choose to become a Congregation independent of any denomination, within ten (10) years of the date of dismissal from the Presbyterian Church (USA).

These terms were jointly accepted by the Administrative Commission of the Presbytery of Blackhawk to dismiss FPC Aurora to the Evangelical Presbyterian Church and by the Negotiating Committee of First Presbyterian Church of Aurora on March 16, 2010.

These terms were approved and accepted by the Session of First Presbyterian Church of Aurora on _________, 2010.

This Agreement is recommend for approval of the Presbytery on May 11, 2010.  

Upon majority vote of the Presbytery this Agreement shall take effect with the signing of this Agreement by the authorized parties of the Presbytery and FPC Aurora.  

The Presbytery shall dismiss FPC Aurora to the Evangelical Presbyterian Church with its present membership and all property and assets.  At their request the Rev. Jeffrey Moore and 
Rev. Stephen Rhodes will be dismissed with FPC Aurora.
Upon the effective date of this Agreement, the Presbytery shall transfer to FPC Aurora by Quit Claim Deed all rights, title and interest the Presbytery may have in real property owned by FPC Aurora, and further shall transfer by Bill of Sale all right, title and interest the Presbytery may have in personal property owned by FPC Aurora. 
In Witness Whereof, the undersigned officers of First Presbyterian Church of Aurora and the Presbytery of Blackhawk on behalf of the Presbyterian Church (USA) have executed this Agreement on this ____day of _______, 2010.
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