CPM reports March and May 2010

Committee on Preparation for Ministry

Report to Presbytery

Meeting date: March 5
Attending: Teri Peterson, moderator, Eric Keller, Phyllis Mueller, Cindy Swartzloff, Spencer Homan, Donna Gericke, Chrystal Abbott
Absent: Jay Young

Information

The Committee welcomed Eric Keller and Phyllis Mueller, and said goodbye with thanks to Won Ho Kim.


The Committee discussed the needs and questions of various students under care, including:

· beginning to work out an alternative examination procedure for Peter Choi;

· the possibility of allowing students at distant seminaries to attend their annual reviews by video chat (while still requiring face-to-face for initial, candidacy, and final assessment meeting)—to be discussed later on a case-by-case basis;

· next steps for two CLPs in training;

· meeting schedule for students who would like to move on to circulating their PIF.

Action
The Committee met with Janet Potter, student at Dubuque seminary, and recommends that Janet be enrolled as a Candidate for ministry.  The committee also approved Janet’s request to take ordination exams in August 2010 and offered her ideas for a summer field education experience in a small church.

The Committee met with John Haselton, student at Garret Seminary, and recommends that John be enrolled as a Candidate for ministry.  The committee also enthusiastically endorsed John’s decision to transfer to Pittsburgh Theological Seminary in the fall.

Committee on Preparation for Ministry

Report to Presbytery

Meeting date: May 7
Attending: Teri Peterson, moderator, Eric Keller, Cindy Swartzloff, Spencer Homan, Chrystal Abbott
Absent: Jay Young, Phyllis Mueller, Donna Gericke

Information:

1. Met with Brad Rogers for an annual review, set some goals for the coming year including a recommendation to take appropriate time off (vacation!) as well as study leave.

2. Discussed Jack Briggs and his CLP training.

3. Discussed Cindy Serpliss (candidate) and the ordination exam situation.  Due to test anxiety and other difficulties, Cindy may need an alternative testing approach.

4. Met with Abby Mohaupt, discussing her past year, her sense of call, and examining her for Candidacy.

Action:

1. CPM requests Presbytery approve an alternative examination format for Cindy Serpliss.

2. The Committee met with Abby Mohaupt, student at McCormick seminary, and recommends that Abby be enrolled as a Candidate for ministry.  The committee also approved Abby’s request to take ordination exams in August 2010 and offered her guidance and encouragement in different ministry experiences/opportunities to help her discern her call.

Janet Potter
Statement of my understanding of Christian vocation and how it relates to my sense of call. 


Christian vocation in the Reformed tradition means that each believer is called by God to use their gifts and talents to further the kingdom of God in the world. These gifts come to us from God to be used in God’s service. Those who are members of a congregation and those who serve as pastors all have a Christian vocation. Some are called to serve in leadership (professionally or laity) within the church while others are called to serve in the world. Either call requires that we seek God’s will for our lives and how God wants us to use the spiritual gifts given to us. It is our responsibility to discover those gifts and through prayer and discernment, how we are to use them in service to the Lord. 


In all that we do, we are responding to God so that we might bring honor and glory to God. When thinking about Christian vocation, the emphasis must be on our response. Vocation is more than our work or what we are paid to do; it is how we are to live every facet of our lives. In this way, we serve Christ. Vocation relates to the most essential and foundational elements of my life…believing in Jesus Christ as my Lord and Savior and committing to serve God in every way possible.


My sense of call relates to this understanding of Christian vocation as God has given me gifts to be used to God’s honor and glory. My faith is a gift from God who claimed me before the creation of the world. As a believer, the gifts I’ve been given are to build up the body of Christ here on earth and to worship God.  My sense of call has come from an internal knowledge that God desires I serve in the church (or possibly other location) as a pastor. It has also been affirmed by others. While God placed this desire on my heart long ago, I resisted much like Moses. But God is persistent and finally, I could no longer deny a call. My experiences of working with others in the field of social work, serving and working in the church were ultimately not fulfilling; something was lacking. The combination of those experiences and a more mature faith all combined to bring me to a point of surrender to God’s call. 


By the grace of God, and with the power of the Holy Spirit, I am trying to live out this call within my understanding. Through prayer, experience and discernment, it is my hope to continue growing and being transformed into and in my call. 
Abby Mohaupt

1) 
A STATEMENT OF HIS OR HER UNDERSTANDING OF CHRISTIAN VOCATION IN THE REFORMED TRADITION AND HOW IT RELATES TO HIS OR HER SENSE OF CALL;


To begin with: most of my work in seminary has been connected to environmental ministry. Reformed theologian John Calvin regarded nature as God’s theatre: God is in creation. When we think of God in creation in this way, we begin to think about our own relationship with creation. If the God we love and serve is found in creation, creation must have value. Humanity should reflect the love that God has for creation by finding value within it. This can be extended to the role we play in the world. We must love because God loves; that love must be a part of Christian vocation. 

 

This sense of love is at the heart of how I understand my vocational call in the Reformed Tradition, and this love extends far beyond the natural world. This is a love that I feel called to give to all people and all of creation. For me that sense of call has emerged in a commitment to environmental justice, a role in ending domestic violence and being a voice for those who are voiceless in the church. While I continue to discern my exact calling, I know that I am called to invite all of God's creation into God's theatre with love. 

John Haselton

1) 
A STATEMENT OF HIS OR HER UNDERSTANDING OF CHRISTIAN VOCATION IN THE REFORMED TRADITION AND HOW IT RELATES TO HIS OR HER SENSE OF CALL;

My understanding of Christian vocation in the Reformed tradition begins with this.  All believers are called to some kind of ministry.  Likewise, all believers are called to God’s salvation and then to witness and service.  As the body of Christ we are individually and corporately called to participate in God’s plan of redemption of the world.  This includes caring for all creation, being a faithful witness to the power of the gospel, and following Jesus wherever he may lead us.

God has given each believer specific gifts to be used in the service of the church.  God directs each individual in the use of these gifts for the benefit of the church and the world.  If we are truly paying attention to God we can know the general direction of the call God has placed on our lives.

My own sense of call and vocation begins with God’s call to me to accept the salvation freely offered by Jesus on the cross.  This call continues as I take up my cross and follow Jesus wherever he may lead me.

I have a deep conviction that I have been called into ordained ministry.  While I do not pretend to know exactly what form this ministry will take I know that God is with me in this journey.  I have had many opportunities to preach, provide pastoral care, and perform administrative duties within my time of preparation for the ministry.  I have sensed God helping me in all these areas.  Others have consistently affirmed my gifts and encouraged me to pursue ordination.  I find great joy in preaching, teaching, listening, and loving the people that God has placed in my life.  I am sure that I would not be able to find the joy that I have in my heart doing anything else.

