Mission Strategies and Resources Board

Report to Presbytery

May 11, 2010 
Third Presbyterian Church – Rockford, IL
Meetings of the Board were held at Stronghold on February 18, March 18 and April 15, 2010.
FOR PRESBYTERY ACTION

MSRB moves that Blackhawk Presbytery lift the restrictions on the remaining Farm Family Task Force ($4,084) and Creation Cares ($383.78) grant funds and designate them for use in funding mission grants.

Rationale:  No funds have been disbursed from the Farm Family Task Force fund since 2006.  The task force has not applied for status as a recognized network or partnership. 

No funds have been disbursed from the Creation Cares grant since 2008.  The Creation Cares network is currently inactive.
FOR INFORMATION
The Mission Strategies & Resources Board met February 18, March 18, and April 22.  Its Learning Opportunities Task Team met March 29.  Its Vision & Structure Review Task Team met March 22 and April 8.

1. New Member: The Board welcomed as a new member the Rev. Mark Moon, pastor of First Presbyterian Church, Wilmington, IL.
2. Organization of MSRB: Rev. Anita Stuart-Steve and Rev. Bill Ward are co-chairs; Jack Lilley is secretary.  In the place of subcommittees, the Board is now organized around tasks: Long-term Vision and Discernment; Marengo Latino Ministry; Rockford Westminster Multi-Site; New Lenox Central; Mission Grants; Networks and Partnerships; Mission Opportunities; New Church Development Processes and Funding; Evangelism Education; Thriving Faith Communities Strategy; Learning Opportunities; Vision and Structure Review; Communications and Resourcing. 

3. Marengo Latino Ministry: Jack Lilley reported that he had requested the dissolution of the pastoral relationship between himself and First Presbyterian Church of Marengo, effective March 1, 2010.  MSRB assigned two members to debrief pastors Jack Lilley and Phyllis Mueller. 
4. Evangelism Education: The Board is reading and discussing Unbinding the Gospel: Real Life Evangelism, by Martha Grace Reese; this is in preparation for a year-long presbytery emphasis on evangelism education in 2011.
5. Thriving Faith Communities Goals: The task group determined the following goals: 

a. Short Term: Develop a Post-MAP program for churches.  The immediate task is to review information about the current MAP program as a starting point and with John Rickard.

b. Long Term: Develop officer training for 2011.  Start with a Beta test with small groups.  One could mean in the northern region of presbytery, and another south of I-80.  

      Learning Opportunities Presbytery Meetings: The follow topics will be covered:
c. May 2010 - Domestic Violence Awareness

d. September 2010 - Ecumenical Partnership and Mission

e. November 2010- Christian Education (broadly conceived)

f. February 2011 – Evangelism

g. May 2011 - Evangelism

6. Joy Community: Joy Community has completed the MAP process and has developed a mission statement that will inform decisions about the future of the church.  The Board continues to consult with the church about the financial stress that it is under, and about options that are available to enable the congregation to move forward.
7. Kenya Partnership -MSRB is meeting with leadership from the Kenya Partnership to evaluate progress on the current 5 year plan, as required by the Memorandum of Agreement between PC (USA) and PCEA, and to begin work on a new Memorandum of Agreement.
8. Mission Grants - The Business Affairs Committee amended the 2010 presbytery mission budget to add $5,000 to the amount originally budgeted for mission grants, bringing the total available in 2010 to $8,000.  Funds from the Peacemaking Offering are also available to support peacemaking projects and activities.  Applications are welcome.  Criteria, instructions, and application forms are available at www.blackhawkpresbytery.org.  MSRB approved a grant of $1,500 from peacemaking funds to support anti-racism training in Rockford.  First Presbyterian Church, Rockford was the applicant.

Respectfully submitted,

Jack Lilley
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