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Mission, Hunger, Peace, Justice Action Ideas  by Julia JonesðCoordinator  

 
Kits Thank You!  

Congregations rose to the Kits Challenge, issued by Presbyterian Women of Blackhawk Presbytery.  The Chal-

lenge was for each congregation to make at least 15 School Kits, and many congregations far surpassed that!  

In total, there were 1800 Kits collected at the November 9, 2010 presbytery assembly, of which 1333 were 

School Kits and 28 were Emergency Clean-up Buckets.  In addition, 417 Hygiene Kits were brought, and 22 

Baby Kits.  What a tremendous difference these Kits will make in the lives of recipients.  Often, it is the lack of 

school supplies that keeps children from attending school in other countries. 

A highlight to the dedication of the Kits at presbytery were the stories shared by Ms. Bev Scharlau of Waltham 

Presbyterian Church.  She recently traveled with Church World Service to the warehouse in New Windsor, 

Maryland, where the Kits are received and then prepared to be sent to destinations in the U.S. or abroad.  As 

she volunteered there, doing ñquality controlò on School Kits, she shared some of the funny things that were 

included in the Kits, such as flip-flip sandals or very large pencil cases.  The bags must be of uniform weight 

when theyôre sent, so these extras had to be removed and were given to local schools or shelters.  Ms. Scharlau 

also shared a short 10-slide PowerPoint presentation showing the warehouse operations and the volunteersô 

work.  It is available on the Blackhawk Presbytery website. 

Additional information about the CWS Kits program can be found at www.churchworldservice.org/kits  or by 

contacting Julia Jones at (630) 200-4572 or jjones@churchworldservice.org.  Both Julia and Bev are available 

to do programs about the CWS  Kits program. 

------------------------------------ 

PW of Blackhawk co-sponsors Learn & Serve Bus Trip 

PW and Church World Service are in the beginning stages of planning a bus trip to New Windsor, Maryland 

that will include opportunities to: 

Volunteer in the CWS Kits warehouse 

Volunteer in the SERRV fair trade warehouse 

Do some sight-seeing in the Gettysburg area 

Learn about the work of CWS in the U.S. and around the world 

The approximate dates will be October 29 thru November 2.  The cost per participant will be approximately 

$450.  The trip will begin from the Joliet area. 

Please contact Julia Jones (Peace, Justice & Hunger Coordinator for Blackhawk PW) to express interest in par-

ticipating or for additional information.  (630) 200-4572  jjones@churchworldservice.org 

éééééééé... 

Women and Water  

Church World Service has a new video about the effectiveness of a simple sand dam in a rural village in 

Kenya.  This powerful 6-minute piece is geared towards womenôs groups as a story of hope, and to inspire 

groups to respond by helping other villages gain access to water, or in a different way. 

The video can be accessed at www.churchworldservice.org/womenandwater or can be ordered by calling Julia 

Jones at 630 200-4572. 

---------------------------- 

Offering of Letters 

Bread for the World, www.bread.org, has just launched its new Offering of Letters campaign, aimed at encour-

aging the U.S. to use its influence to more effectively fight hunger around the world.   An Offering of Letters is 

an opportunity to learn about a policy-related hunger topic, the write letters to our representatives encouraging 

them to look into and vote on a specific hunger-related issue.  Itôs a way people of faith can influence our legis-

lative process on behalf of those who suffer from hunger in the U.S. and around the world. 

PW groups can participate, and can also involve their congregations in this important effort to fight hunger.  

Materials can be ordered online or by calling (800) 82-BREAD. 

For a hands-on way to be involved in the legislative process, Bread hosts a lobby day in June for individuals to 

travel to Washington DC, learn about the legislation in further detail, and meet with representatives. 

---------------------------- 

 
 

(Conôt on pg 3 - "PEACE & JUSTICE")  

http://www.churchworldservice.org/kits
mailto:jjones@churchworldservice.org
mailto:jjones@churchworldservice.org
http://www.churchworldservice.org/womenandwater
http://www.bread.org
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PC(USA) World Mission, International AIDS project  

This branch of PC(USA) World Mission has developed a new curriculum around this important issue.  The 

short study booklet is called:  Africaôs Children: A Church Response to Childrenôs Is-

sues in Sub-Saharan Africa. 
In sub-Saharan Africa the number of orphaned and vulnerable children is growing as a result 

of issues such as the AIDS pandemic, poverty, lack of education and countries in conflict. 

This free book and study guide reviews the models of care existing in sub-Saharan Africa 

and evaluates them in the context of the African culture and the realities of limited resources. 

Additionally, this book includes discernment questions for congregation or individuals that 

want to help. 
It can be downloaded from the PC(USA) website: 

http://www.pcusa.org/resource/africas-children-church-response-childrens-issues-/ 

or ordered by calling Presbyterian Distribution Service at 1-800-524-2612. 

 

(Conôt from pg 2 - "PEACE & JUSTICE")  

Global Exchange Trip to India ð Susan Barlow, CT Member-at-Large 

 
Every three years, a group of Presbyterian women travels to another part of the world to hear the joys and 

pain that our sisters there experience, and to share faith stories and ministries with one another. It is a global 

exchange because, the following year, a group of women from the same part of the world is invited to itiner-

ate in synods and participate in the Churchwide Gathering of Presbyterian Women, so they can share their 

stories.  

 

Each Synod sends one Presbyterian Woman.  In October, 2011, I will be the representative from the Synod of 

Lincoln Trails.  I will learn about how human trafficking and environmental issues are impacting women and 

children in Asia, and what we are doing for our Indian sisters.  Upon my return, I have committed to travel 

throughout the Synod to spread the information and share some of my experiences. 

 

It is the responsibility of each person who is going to raise $5000 for the trip. I am asking for your considera-

tion of monetary support toward this mission. For your budgeting, the first of 3 payments is due April 1, 

2911. Iôm also asking that you pray for me and all the women who will be impacted by this Global Exchange. 

  

Donations may be sent to: Janet Palmer    

SOLT Treasurer 

3855 State Road 38 

Malta, IL 60150 

  

Thank you and God Bless.   

Susan Barlow 

808 Mayfair Drive 

Princeton, IL 61356 

 

  LADIES, DO YOU KNOW HOW TO CROCHET?   If so, 

 please bring a size ñJò crochet hook with you to the Spring Gathering 

 and join a workshop to learn about a mission project that will help 

 Susan Barlow with her trip.  

http://www.pcusa.org/resource/africas-children-church-response-childrens-issues-/
javascript:void(0);
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(Conôt on pg 5) 

 

Birthday Offering ï 2011 

 

 JESUS CHRIST IS THE FOUNDATION.  
 

 In 1922, to celebrate the tenth anniversary of the Womanôs Auxiliary (PCUS), it was decided that 

an offering should be made for a definite cause.  That year, Hallie Paxson Winsborough, superintendent of 

womenôs work, visited Miss Dowdôs School for Girls in Kochi, Japan.  She challenged members of the 

Womanôs Auxiliary to give one penny for each year of their lives (or a dollar if a woman preferred not to reveal 

her age) as a birthday gift to the school.  The tradition continued when the Womanôs Auxiliary became Women 

of the Church (UPCUSA) in 1948, and then Presbyterian Women (PC(USA)) in 1988.  The offerings have en-

abled a long succession of new and often innovative mission projects throughout the world.  The Creative Min-

istries Offering Committee of Presbyterian Women annually reviews proposals and selects no more than five 

recipients before the Birthday Offering is collected.  For the 2011 Offering, the committee chose only three 

projects.  The grant amounts for the three recipients will depend on funds contributed during 2011. The goal 

for the 2011 Birthday Offering is $900,000. 

 

 The recipients of this years Birthday offering are as follows: 

 

 Across 
Bring Peace Now 

Jonglei, South Sudan 
Founded in 1972, Across (www.across-sudan.org) works to improve the lives of Sudanese people by 

strengthening communities and promoting education.  This Birthday Offering grant will help Across fund 

a four-pronged approach to education: 

Å producing 2,500 books; 

Å sponsoring an English language course for at least five women; 

Å providing teacher training workshops for at least 40 teachers; and 

Å building a dormitory at Yei Teacher Training College that will house 

at least 60 women. 

In addition to the educational benefits of these projects, this initiative also will help build a culture of 

peaceful coexistence between traditionally warring ethnic groups, increase societal value of children 

(especially girls) and acceptance of women as leaders. 

 

 Menaul School 
Bringing the World to Menaul  

Albuquerque, New Mexico 
For more than 100 years, Menaul School (www.menaulschool.com) has educated and equipped students 

for leadership in the church and larger society.  The campus welcomes a racially and economically diverse 

student body, offering day school for grades 6ï12 and boarding school for grades 9ï12.  Financial limita-

tions necessitated the closing of the boarding program in 2000, but with the help of a Birthday Offering 

grant, Menaul will reestablish its residential program.  With your generosity, the existing dormitory will 

be refurbished to provide housing for approximately 20 students.  Menaul also will purchase an activities 

van to provide transportation for its boarding studentsô weekend and enrichment activities. 
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.Anderson Interfaith Ministries, Inc.  
Women and Children Succeeding (WACS) Program 

Anderson, South Carolina 
Anderson Interfaith Ministries (www.aimcharity.org) is an interfaith organization that provides assistance 

to people in need while also guiding them to function independently.  One of Andersonôs most innovative 

and successful programs, Women and Children Succeeding (WACS), offers various supports to parents so 

they can return to school. 

A grant from the Birthday Offering will allow Anderson Interfaith Ministries to strengthen WACS. Funds 

will provide for: 

Å modifying and renovating two WACS facilities, centralizing staff and adding training capacity; 

Å adding a parental education component; 

Å purchasing land for much-needed parking; and 

Å hiring an asset-building coordinator, who will help clients with financial literacy. 

(Conôt from  pg 4) 

Repairing the Sacred Hoop 

 

The second USA Mission Experience (held this past summer), was comprised of a delega-

tion of 22 Presbyterian Women, including representatives from all sixteen synods. These 

representatives were provided the opportunity to meet with our Presbyterian sisters living 

on reservations in Sisseton, Flandreau, Chamberlain and Pine Ridge, South Dakota. They 

listened to the stories told by our Native sisters and brothers, learned more about signifi-

cant events in their history and built relationships. 

The Synod of Lincoln Trails was represented by Alexis Presseau Maloof, a writing in-

structor at Illinois Central College in Peoria, who will share her experiences and knowl-

edge gained on this eye-opening trip as our main speaker for the Annual Meeting. Her 

goal is to share with you what your PW sisters learned on this trip so that you can also 

bear witness and respond to the challenges and concerns of Native Presbyterian women. 

Watch for the coming Horizons Magazine to see the report from the group that went on 

this mission, and be sure to attend the Spring Gathering to hear first-hand about our La-

kota, Dakota, and Nakota sisters and their families. 

 DO YOUR EASTER AND MOTHERôS DAY SHOPPING WHILE AT 

THE SPRING GATHERING  
 

  

Marian DeWall, who is the coordinator of the gift shop at Stronghold, is bringing 

some items for us to enjoy and purchase.  They will include an assortment of jewelry, 

Onyx animals, decorative ideas, scarfs, baskets, and what ever else she can include. 

 

Bring your checkbooks or cash, as credit cards can not be accepted on this day.  

javascript:void(0)
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Name  _________________________________________________________ 
       

Address  _______________________________________________________ 
 

City, State, Zip  __________________________________________________ 
 

Memos is the newsletter for Presbyterian Women in the 

Presbytery of Blackhawk.  The news edition is published in 

March & August.  One copy is mailed without charge 

to each PW in Blackhawk Presbytery.  Anyone interested 

in the work of PW in Blackhawk Presbytery can subscribe.  

Please use this form. 

 

Letôs be  

Up to date!! 
With your help, our PW Directory can be 

kept up to date.  If you elect a new modera-

tor for your churchôs PW or there are other 

changes, please let me know.  Please in-

clude the new moderatorôs name, address, 

phone, and e-mail address.  Remember to 

include the name of the church and the 

churches e-mail address, if it has one. 
 

Send info to:  

     Linda Bumgardner 

  360 Francis Street 

  Braidwood, IL 60408 

  bumbotta@sbcglobal.net 

 

Look for  MEMOS  on the Blackhawk 

Presbytery website 

www.blackhawkpresbytery.org.  

Please print off as many copies as you 

need for your PW members.   

MEMOS   
  

     FOR PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN 

 in the PRESBYTERY  

 of  BLACKHAWK 
 

 SUBSCRIPTION FORM      
     ($5.00 per year) Make checks payable to : PW MEMOS 

      Mail to: Linda Bumgardner 

       360 Francis Street 

       Braidwood, IL 60408   

Do you know of a PW member that has moved away or is now residing in a nursing home, assisted living 

care, or is a shut-in?  A subscription to MEMOS  or HORIZONS magazine would make a great gift.  Itôs a 

thoughtful way to let someone know you are thinking of her! 

 

 MEMOS is only $5.00 per year (see above to order) 

 HORIZONS is $24.95 per year (see PC(USA)/Horizons to order) 

 

javascript:void(0)
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SEARCH COMMITTEE REPORT  
 

 Nomineeôs for offices are as follows: 

 

 VICE-MODERATOR:     Bev Scharlau  1st term 

 

 SECRETARY:      Betty Oliver  1st term 

 

 TREASURER:      Mary Lee Koester 2nd term 

 

 COMMUNICATIONS EDITOR:    Linda Bumgardner 2nd term 

 

 PEACE, JUSTICE, and HEALTH COORDINATOR:  Julia Jones  3rd term 

 

 CLUSTER LEADER COORDINATOR:   Jean Grant  1st term 

 

 CLUSTER LEADERS: 

 AREA I:  Jill Sunday 2nd term 

 AREA II: Marian DeWall 1st term 

 AREA III: 

 AREA IV: Marge Mahler 2nd term 

 

 SEARCH COMMITTEE: 

 AREA I:  Jean Fransen 

 AREA II: Jean Pierson 

 AREA III: Lois Edgecomb 

 AREA IV: Diane Vidmar 

 

More nominees will be requested at the Spring Gathering.  If you know of someone who would like to fill one 

of these offices, please encourage her to attend. 

 

A big thank you to Lee Pickett, Search Committee Moderator, for all her hard work.  She was the Search Com-

mittee for this year and spent many hours on the phone contacting these people and many others.  Great work 

Lee!! 

 
As you know, postage rates continue to rise.  To try to cut down on our cost of mailing 
MEMOS to each church, we are offering an alternative.  If you  would prefer to just receive 
MEMOS electronically, please let us know.  Send request to:  

     Linda Bumgardner 

  360 Francis Street 

  Braidwood, IL 60408 

  bumbotta@sbcglobal.net 

 

Church Name __________________________Town______________ 
 
Contact Person_________________________  
 
E-mail address__________________________ 
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Ecumenical Advocacy Days 2011  

Presbyterian Women encourages you to consider attending Ecumenical 

Advocacy Days 2011! Two members of the CCT will be there, and we 

know many of you make this a yearly priority. Never heard of Ecumenical 
Advocacy Days?  Learn more at: http://advocacydays.org/  

 
This year's theme is "Development, Security and Economic Justice: 

What's Gender Got to do With It?"  Presbyterian Women certainly know 
what gender has to do with it!  Gather with women and men of a variety 

of denominations to learn and sharpen your advocacy skills  in Washing-
ton, DC.  Held March 25 -28, 2011, the registration for Ecumenical Advo-

cacy Days is $160 (until Feb. 19), not including hotel and travel.  
 

Will your PWS or PWP send someone this year?  Let us know you are 
coming by sending an email to Meagan Manas  we will do our best to con-

nect as Presbyterian Women during the conference.  
 

Also this year -- the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) Office of Public Witness 

will hold a Compassion, Peace and Justice Training Day before the start 
of Advocacy Days on March 25. The cost is free to all who register for 

EAD!  Contact J. Herbert Nelson  for more information.  
 

Yours together in advocacy,  

 

PW Justice and Peace Committee  

https://community.pcusa.org//page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2fadvocacydays.org%2f&srcid=2709&srctid=1&erid=2200157
mailto:meagan.manas@pcusa.org
mailto:JHerbert.Nelson@pcusa.org
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PLAN NOW TO ATTEND  

 

PW SYNOD GATHERING  
 

 ñRETREAT IN THE SPIRITò 
 

  
 

 GENEVA CONFERENCE CENTER 

ROCHESTER, INDIANA 

JUNE 10, 11, 12, 2011 

REGISTRATION FEE:  $155 
Registration Deadline:  May 15, 2011 

 

GATHERING/RETREAT LEADERS  
 

 Spiritual Director - Dr. Robin Chaddock 

Robin is an insightful speaker, internationally known author and seminar leader.  As a certi-

fied life coach, Robin helps others to discover what they are meant to do and to be in this 

world.   
 

Keynote Speaker - Marta Rodriquez 

Marta is the Moderator of all Presbyterian Women.  She will moderate the Churchwide Co-

ordinating Team (CCT) the next three years.   

 
WORKSHOPS 

 

 Servanthood - response to workshop will be a hand washing representing Jesus washing the 

disciple's feet.   

 

God Takes Care of our Bodies - response will be very light exercise and a shoulder massage. 

 

God Uses Us as Messengers of The Word - response will be making an inexpensive greeting 

card.     

 

Building an Intimate Relationship with God Through Meditation - response will be a medita-

tion exercise.  

 

REGISTRATION FEE is $155 ð brochures with more information will be available at the 

PW in Blackhawk Spring Gathering 
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Editorôs Note 
 

As shown in the Cluster Leaders Reports and the PWôs articles (pages 10 through 12), we appreciate having 

items submitted for MEMOS.  Please continue to do so.  As a suggestion, here is an outline (template) to fol-

low when you send an article for MEMOS. 

 1. Name of church 

 2. Name of group involved in mission project or other event 

 3. Title and date of mission project 

 4. Names of participants 

 5. Brief explanation of mission project 

 6. Outcome (including photographs or other printable material 

 7. Name of person submitting article and current contact numbers 

Area II -- by Janet Palmer 
  

Thirty women attended the Fall 2010 mini-gathering at Dixon.  The Rev. Kathie Luke of Freeport 
shared her experiences at the General Assembly Meeting this past summer, and Rev. Donna 
Gericke gave an enthusiastic endorsement and overview of the Horizons Bible Study of the Book of 
Revelation.  The women of the Dixon church are to be thanked again for hosting a wonderful day. 
  

While Area II has been without a cluster leader for a year now, there has not been much in the way 
of communication between these churches and the coordinating team.  That is about to change!  The 
search committee has found a leader for Area II, who will be introduced and installed (if elected) at 
the Annual Meeting.  Be sure to have your church represented to meet and welcome her. 

CLUSTER LEADERS REPORTS 

Area I ï  by Jill Sunday 

At Winnebago Firstôs November Installation Service, we had a guest speaker from The Haven 

Network.  Their organization is a perinatal hospice and bereavement center, which provides 

companionship on the grief journey to families who are facing a terminal diagnosis of their 

pre-born or newborn baby. The Haven Network also supports those families who have lost a 

baby through miscarriage, stillbirth, ectopic pregnancy, SIDS and early infant death.   You 

can read more about them at their website:  www.thehavennetwork.org.  Our ñChicks with 

Sticksò group makes baby items for them. 

In December, we had a very successful Cookie and Candy Walk.  On February 20, after worship services, our 

PW is having a Chicken Casserole Luncheon.  On March 4, we will join with Middle Creek and 

two of the local Methodist churches for World Day of Prayer. 

 

On January 8, I was invited to Willow Creek for their ABC PW Meeting and Installation Service.  This is our 

After the Holidays, Breakfast with friends, Conversation meeting. We had an excellent breakfast and 

watched a DVD by Gerri Smith called,  "Mary and Baby".  At this event, they presented their Interim Pastor 

Karen Stunkel with an Honorary Life Membership.  That was her last weekend at Willow Creek. 

 

On Saturday, March 5, Rockford First will be having their annual retreat.  This yearôs Adult Gathering, will 

feature Pastor Amy Nyman who will speak about her recent trip to  Bethlehem.  See page 13 for more informa-

tion. 

AREA III CLUSTER NEWS 

 

 Thank you so much for your support in 2010! Together P.W. in Blackhawk were able to send over $40,500.00 

for our ñCelebration of Missionò giving. 

 

 I appreciate receiving your church newsletters and reading about your mission work in the newspaper. Prince-

ton church raised $13,500 at an ice cream social and auction for the Bureau County Health and Wellness 

Clinic. Congratulations!! 

 

 We will soon be publishing the new PW Directory. Please advise if any of your contact info has changed. 

http://www.thehavennetwork.org/
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Area III conôt 

 

 We are excited to have one of our own, Susan Barlow from Princeton representing our Synod of Lincoln Trails 

on the Global Exchange to India this Oct. Do support her with your prayers and monetary gifts! 

In the spring, we promote the Birthday Offering. In 1922, to celebrate the tenth anniversary of the Womanôs 

Auxiliary (PCUS), it was decided that an offering should be made for a definite cause. Hallie Paxson Winsbor-

ough, superintendent of womenôs work, challenged members of the Womanôs Auxiliary to give one penny for 

each year of their lives as a birthday gift to Miss Dowdôs School for Girls in Kochi, Japan. That tradition be-

came known as the Birthday Offering. Three Birthday Offering grant recipients have been chosen for 2011: all 

are building foundations. ñFor no one can lay any foundation other than the one that has been laid; that 

foundation is Jesus Christ.ò    ICorinthians 3:11.  Menaul School in Alburquerque, The Women and Chil-

dren Succeeding program (WACS) in Anderson, South Carolina and in Sudan, ñBring Peace Nowò are these 

recipients. Visit www.presbyterianwomen.org and click on the Giving and Funding link to learn more. 

 

 Save these dates: 

I encourage each church in my cluster to send representation (even if you do not have an active P.W.) to the 

Spring Gathering Sat., April 9th at Waltham. Bring a mission project to share! 

Synod Gathering June 10-12 at The Geneva Center, Rochester, Indiana 

Churchwide Gathering of PW ñRIVER OF HOPEò in Orlando Florida, July 18-22, 2012-www.pcusa.org/pw 

I am looking for a church to host our Area III fall gathering late Sept. or early Oct. 2011. 

Looking forward to visiting with you on April 9th ï or before. 

 

 Bev Scharlau, (815) 667-4970, tkdo1961@netzero.net 

CLUSTER LEADERS REPORTSð conôt from pg 10 

BRAIDWOOD FIRST PW  
By Linda Bumgardner 

 

 The seasonal PW Mitten tree situated in our sanctuary was decorated with 1 scarf, 23 hats, and 15 pairs of mit-

tens/gloves.  The winter items were joyfully donated to the Braidwood Food Fund for distribution.  We thank 

our congregation who generously joined in the Christmas spirit by making this a warmer, brighter holiday for 

many in the Braidwood community. 

 

 The PW committee and Julia Jones of Church World Service called on PW with our Blackhawk Presbytery 

congregations to think differently about gift giving during the Christmas season.  Each church has organiza-

tions we plan and work with in our communities to make this season special for all families.  Discussing the 

needs of others outside our ñcomfort zoneò, Julia suggested we consider donating toward ñan alternative giftò 

as well and were given a list of various locations.  Gary and I have visited Kemmerer Village in Assumption, 

IL, and were impressed with the care and devotion given to the young people calling Kemmerer Village 

ñhome.ò  Therefore, I encouraged our group of women to consider Kemmerer Village for their ñalternative 

giftò giving.  Thank you to our PW for responding with their presents and monetary gifts!  Gary and I person-

ally delivered the gifts to the Village.  What a wonderful blessing to see so many Presbyterian churches open 

their hearts to these young people during this special holiday season. 

 

 Also, Braidwood PW donated $100 for the distribution of treats to our Sunday School children following the 

Christmas Program. 

Area IV 

http://www.presbyterianwomen.org/
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Our Womenôs Association at the Church of Hope in Gardner is a very small group but we are always  

backed by all the women. 

 

 The following highlights are some of the events we accomplished in 2010. 

  

¶ We held our annual Soup & Sandwich Supper in February. 

¶ Made pies for Bingo at the American Legion in Gardner. 

¶ Played bingo with residents in Heritage Manor nursing home in Dwight twice. 

¶ Hosted World Day of Prayer in March. 

¶ Hosted our annual June Brunch with Gerri Smith performing and salad luncheon following. 

¶ One of our members made a beautiful quilt to raffle to raise money 

¶ Participated in Gardnerôs Night on the Town. 

¶ Participated in the crafts show at Gardner South Wilmington High School 

¶ We helped host a Mini-Meeting of all Blackhawk Presbyterian Womenôs group in Fairbury. 

¶ Between Fairbury women and our women we donated 42 school kits and Fairbury made 10 clean up       

 buckets. 

¶ At Christmas time we provided for 5 families from We Care. 

¶ We provided Poinsettias for the Heritage Manor nursing home and area residents. 

¶ Held our annual Roast Beef and Kentucky Fried Chicken Dinner in October 

¶ Our womenôs group provides dinner for all home games of our Menôs Dartball Team. 

¶ We also provide dinners for all funerals at our church. 

 

Made donations to Christmas Shoe Boxes, Habitat for Humanity, Salvation Army, Kemmerer Village, 

Stronghold and also the general fund of the church. 

 

These are just some things we have done in 2010.  Hope this gives some ideas for other Presbyterian groups. 

 

 Yours in Godôs Love,  Church of Hope Womenôs Association, Marge Mahler, President 

Area IV ð  

CLUSTER LEADERS REPORTSðconôt from pg 11 

New Hope Womenôs Association ï Coal City, IL  

2010 
 

 The New Hope Womenôs Association is back in full swing this year with a complete Executive Committee.  In 

February, we sent Valentine cards to out-of-town friends and shut-ins, and, we did the same for Christmas.  In 

May, our busiest month, we sent Thinking-of-You cards and took Spring Cheer gifts to our friends in the nurs-

ing homes.  May was also the time for our Mother-Daughter Banquet, where we honored the Mother-of-the-

Year and presented an Honorary Life Membership given by the Presbyterian Women of the Presbyterian 

Church, USA.  In October, we had our Association meeting on a Sunday evening along with a Chili Supper for 

all the women of the church.  We collected money through the year from the Bake-less Bake Sale, the Mission-

Giving Calendar, Christmas card donations and donations received from funeral dinners.  With these funds, we 

were able to donate to several charities, as well as our own church and the local Food Pantry.  We made school 

kits for Church World Service and collected money for the Birthday and Thank Offerings and the Least Coin, 

which were forwarded to the Presbyterian Woman, USA, for distribution worldwide.  We also collected tabs 

from pop cans, cancelled stamps, soup labels, box tops, used prescription bottles and fronts of old greeting 

cards, all of which help several charities.  With the Lordôs help, we hope our Association will grow and we will 

continue to serve our church and support of missions. ð  Yours in Christ, Carol Lavezzi, Co-Moderator 
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DIRECTIONS TO:  

Waltham Presbyterian Church 809 N 3450th Rd. Utica, IL 61373  

Phone 815-667-4611  
 

  
 

 
DRIV1NG DIRECTIONS  

 

 From the North:  
(About an hour South of Rockford)  
South on 1-39 to exit #66 (Troy Grove/US52 Exit).  At exit 66, take ramp right for US-52 toward 

Troy Grove.  Turn left onto US-52/N37th Rd about 2 miles.  Turn right onto E 8th Rd/CR-43 for 

about 2 miles..  Turn left onto N 3450th Rd.  The church is on the left side at 3450th Rd.  

 
From the East:  
(About an hour West of Joliet)  
West on 1-80 to exit #81 (Utica/Starved Rock Exit) North (Right) on 8th Rd. (County Rd. 43) about 
4 miles. The Church is on the right side at 3450th Rd.  
 
From the West:  
(About 30 minutes East of Princeton) East on 1-80 to Exit #81 (Utica/Starved Rock Exit)  
Turn left onto SR-178 / E 8th Rd.  (County Rd. 43)  Turn right onto N 3450th Rd.  About 4 miles  
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Greetings from your Moderator  
  
It has been a cold, snowy winter and I am sure most of you are looking forward to some 
signs of spring.  About two weeks ago (before the blizzard), I saw at least a dozen robins 
in my neighbor's tree.  And, according to the latest weather information, we should expect 
(maybe hope is a better word) that we will have our first 60 degree day of 2011 by the end 
of February!! 
  
There are some important dates and issues coming soon that you need to be aware of: 
        Sat., April 9 --  Annual Spring Gathering at Waltham.  It is important that each  
         church in Blackhawk have representation because we will be voting  
         on changes in the Bylaws and electing officers for 2011-2012. 
         June 10, 11, & 12 --  Synod of Lincoln Trails retreat at Geneva Center in  
         Rochester, IN. (see page 9) 
                               More information will be forthcoming. 
  
        July, 18-22, 2012  --  Churchwide Gathering in Orlando, FL.   

Orlando in July---you must be kidding?!?  We have been assured that   
everything will be held in one air-conditioned place.  And, our very own 
Susan Barlow, who is our Synod of Lincoln Trails representative to 
the Global Exchange to India will be there!  

  
MEMOS:    As you know, postage rates continue to rise.  To try to cut down on our cost  
        of mailing MEMOS to each church, we are offering an alternative.  If you  
        would prefer to receive MEMOS electronically, please let us know         
         (further info on how to do that is in this issue of MEMOS). 
 
 Hope to see you at Waltham on April 9th.    
          
Moderator, 
Marlene Jones  
 

 NEW! 2012 Churchwide Gathering t-shirts 
 

Check out the new 2012 Churchwide Gathering t-shirts at the Spring Gather-

ing.  Shirts will be on display.  The theme of next years gathering is ñRiver of 

Hope.ò  Shirts cost $15. 

 

Also on display will be Roma 

Baskets.  They come in a variety 

of shapes and sizes and can be or-

dered from the Presbyterian Dis-

tribution Service. 
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Registration Form 
 

 SPRING GATHERING AND ANNUAL BUSINESS  

 MEETING  
 
   

 Saturday, April 9, 2011 
 

 Waltham Presbyterian Church, Utica 
 ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

 Reservation Deadline -- Postmarked by Friday, April 1
st
 

 
  NO REFUNDS FOR CANCELLATION WILL BE GIVEN  

AFTER Mon, April 4 
 ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 Send the bottom portion of this form with a check for $7.00 per person  
( payable to Presbyterian Women in the Presbytery of Blackhawk ) to: 

 
      PWP Registration 
     Mary Lee Koester 
     1695 Lin Lor Lane 
     Elgin, IL  60123-5023 
     Phone: (847)  695-5697 
 _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  
 

  Church Name __________________________Town______________ 
 
 Contact Person_________________________ Phone_____________ 
 
 ATTENDEES: 
 Name_________________________ Name ____________________ 
            Print                 Print 

 
 Name_________________________ Name ____________________ 
            Print                 Print 

 
 Please list names and ages of children that will need our babysitter. 
 Name________________ Age____   Name_______________ Age____                            

     Print                                                                                                   Print    

   


