PROGRAM

“Joined and Knitted Together in Love”

Judy Lovejoy

2008 Global Exchange Participant

WORSHIP LEADER
Rev. Jan Kennedy
McHenry, IL

UNITED PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Eariville, IL

9:30 a.m. - 2:30 p.m.
Registration begins at 9:00 a.m
$7.00 per person
Registration Form - Page 12
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AREAS OF BLACKHAWK PRESBYTERY

AREA 1 AREA 2 AREA 3 AREA 4
Aurora Second Apple River First Earlville United Bolingbrook First of Dupage
Aurora Westminster Dakota Community Elmira United/Toulon Braidwood First
Belvidere First Dixon First Henry First Coal City/New Hope
DeKalb Westminster Elizabeth Schapville Zion ~ Kewanee First Elwood Community
Elgin First Franklin Grove First La Rose Crow Meadow Fairbury First
Genesis Community Freeport First Mendota First Gardner Church of Hope
Geneva Fox Valley Fulton First Ottawa First Gibson City First
Harvard First Galena First Paw Paw First Joliet First
Joy Community/Lake-in-the-Hills Galena Westminster Princeton First United Joliet Westminster
Loves Park Bethany Garden Plain/Fulton Sandwich Federated Kankakee First
Marengo First Hanover United Somonauk United Manteno First
McHenry Faith Morrison First Sparland LaPrairie United Morris First
Ridgefield-Crystal Lake Oregon First Streator Park United New Lenox Central
Rockford First Rochelle First Utica/Waltham Oswego United
Rockford Korean Savanna First Washburn United Peotone First
Rockford Third Scales Mound First Wenona United Piper City First
Rockford Westminster Shannon Prairie Dell Plainfield Wheatland
Waterman Sterling First Pontiac First
Willow Creek/Caledonia Romeoville United
Winnebago First St Anne First
Winnebago Middle Creek University Park Pilgrimage Protestant
Woodstock First Watseka First

Wilmington First
Area
2
To Springfield £
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We want to thank all of you who have returned the pledge sheets for 2010. Those of
you who have not yet submitted them, please mail to:

Mary Lee Koester

1695 Lin Lor Lane

Elgin, IL 60123
It is important that we receive the pledges in order to plan our budget for the year.
You will find a Remittance Sheet inserted in the newsletter. These may be copied
and distributed to various churches within your area. We hope to hear from you soon.

Thanks for your help and support!

EARLVILLE UNITED
602 S. OTTAWA ST.
815-246-8004
MAPQUEST. | ]
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Visitors driving on Rte 39 to Earlville from the North or South will exit East on Rte. 34.
The star on the map designates the city of Earlville.
If needed, the phone number is listed above.



JOINED & KNITTED TOGETHER
THE MINISTRY OF SCARVES

&

Judy Lovejoy from Greenwood, IN, located in Whitewater Valley Presbytery, was one of 28 Presbyterian
Women who embarked on the sixth PW Global Exchange in September 2008.

Knitted scarves made from a variety of yarns and colors were given as gifts of the hosts and mission
partners. Each time our women met a new host or mission partner, a scarf would be placed around each
neck with the explanation that the scarves had been knitted by our sisters in Christ all across the United
States.

The overarching goal of any PW Global Exchange is to renew and build relationships with women and
church partners throughout the world in order to find ways to work together to further the ministries of
Christ’s church. This partnership trip focused on ending all forms of violence and advocating for the rights
of women and children, particularly among the Roma people. The group traveled in Eastern Europe to the
following countries: Czech Republic, Hungary, Carpath Ukraine and Russia.

Now more aware of the particular situation of our sisters in Central and Eastern Europe,
we commit ourselves to:
o learn our Reformed heritage and celebrate our connections to the faith
Community in Europe;
o build and maintain relationships and develop ways to do mission in Partnership;
e raise awareness of regarding circumstances of the Roma people and
work to support those who are working on their behalf;
e provide support and positive role models and examples for young women
interested in ministry here and support those who seek ordination;
o promote the establishment of legislation that will protect women and
children and support the causes of marginalized people and
e practice social and environmental responsibility and conserve resources,
following the model frequently exhibited by our European partners.

We commit ourselves to remembering that we are joined and knitted together in love with our sisters and
partners in Central and Eastern Europe, and to promote the whole body’s growth so that it may be built up
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W OFFERING OF LETTERS

Each year Bread for the World (a Christian-based policy group) asks groups to do an “Offering of
Letters” — a letter writing project to influence legislators on an issue of hunger and poverty. A number of

churches in Blackhawk Presbytery participate.
You can do an Offering of Letters!

To receive a booklet with all the helpful info and tools you need to do an Offering of Letters, feel free to
call 800-82-BREAD.

{ HA VE LEARNED THAT WHAT WE HAVE DONE FOR OURSELVES DIES WITH US.
WHAT WE HAVE DONE FOR OTHERS AND THE WORLD REMAINS AND S IMMORTAL.

Albert Pike
4



BLANKETS+ Thank you to all congregations who have given to the Blankets+ program. Many
blankets purchased over the past year are now in Haiti, comforting survivors. They have been distributed by Church

World Service.
Will you provide blankets for more people in need?

A Blankets+ offering is a great way to celebrate Mother’s Day and honor women in our lives. Some 8,000
congregations and groups across the U.S. hold CWS Blankets+ events, providing funds to help people in need around

the world, including the U.S,

What does it take to hold a Blankets+ celebration?
1. Set a date and establish a fundraising goal.
2. Order your free organizing materials online at www.churchworldservice.org or by calling
Church World Service at 888.297.2767.
3. Spread the word. Get youth involved!! Fun and educational skits and resources can be
found on the website.
4.  After your Blankets+ offering, make checks payable to Church World Service and mail to:
CWS Blankets+
P.O. Box 968
Elkhart, IN 46515
Contact your regional office (888.297.2767) to share photos and ideas from your Blankets+ celebration.

PIEACE AND JUSTICE COORDINATOR

November 2009

Dear Congregation,
Presbyterian Women of Blackhawk Presbytery issued a challenge and the response exceeded all previous records.

On behalf of Presbyterian Women, Church World Service and Presbyterian Disaster Assistance, we thank you! I’m

excited to tell you the totals:
38 Congregations brought:  School Kits - 410 Baby Kits — 22
Hygiene Kits — 599 Emergency Clean-Up Buckets — 3
Total Kits: 1,034
Processing and additional Kits fund: $1,624

This response is extraordinary! The number of Kits (463 in 2008) and the funds contributed ($722 in 2008) more than
doubled and we almost doubled the number of participating congregations (20 in 2008). The opportunity to dedicate the
its on the presbytery floor was an exciting send-off as the Kits made their way into people’s lives and hearts, precisely

when they need them most. Thank you for your extraordinary effort!

If you would like to learn more about the CWS Kits program, visit www.churchworldservice.org/kits or you may be
thrilled to share stories of where the Kits are used and how they get there!

Again, on behalf of Presbyterian Women, CWS and Presbyterian Disaster Assistance, please accept our deepest thanks for
your great effort.

Julia Jones,
Assistant Director



A WORD FROM PRESBYTERIAN DISASTER ASSISTANCE (PDA)

PDA expresses thanks to the many individuals and congregations preparing hygiene kits and baby kits.
PDA has received several calls and we want to clarify some of the specific information.

Assembling kits is a mission project that can be done throughout the year. The kits are assembled and sent
to the Church World Service warehouses (Ferncliff Presbyterian Camp & Conference Center in Little Rock,
AR and the Church of the Brethren Service Center in New Windsor, MD) so that they are available for

immediate shipment when a disaster happens.

When the earthquake struck Haiti, a 40’ container was immediately prepared with hygiene and baby kits
and sent to the Dominican Republic for transport into Haiti. Kits have already been distributed. More than

35,000 kits will have been received in Haiti by February 2.

When very large quantities of kits are sent (such as was the case for Haiti), few to no kits are available for
the next disaster. We understand that the shipment to Haiti completely depleted both warehouses of
hygiene kits and baby kits. Therefore, the kits that are being prepared now will allow kits to be available
for immediate shipment to other disaster and/ or available for additional shipments to Haiti.

A recent report from Church World Service indicates delivery of the following number of kits for response
to the Haiti earthquake: 8D

e January 22, 2010, air-freight shipment arrived in Santo Domingo, Dominican
Republic, contained 1,125 baby kits, 10,595 hygiene kits and 500 light-weight W3 '
blankets.

o Two shipments are scheduled to arrive in Santo Domingo on February 2, 2010. One
shipment will contain 375 baby kits, 13,325 hygiene kits and 500 light-weight CWS
blankets. The other shipment will contain 3,150 baby kits, 7,215 hygiene kits and
2,950 light-weight CWS blankets.

We are grateful for the wonderful participation of Presbyterians and other groups in this response. There is
no time limit on making and sending the kits; we encourage you to continue during the coming months.

_ HYGIENE KITS FOR HAITI
VA Many congregations mobilized quickly and made Hygiene Kits before the February 9
X 1@@ J presbytery meeting in Streator, IL. Thank you! If your PW or congregation would like to
0 assemble Kits, the need still remains.

Assembly and shipping information can be found @ www.churchworldservice.org/kits. To receive
information via mail, or if you have questions, please call the regional Church World Service office at

(630) 990-7441.

Website - www.pcusa.org
Horizons Magazine & Annual Bible Study

Your P.W. Coordinating Team of Blackhawk
Presbytery Directory :

............................................................................................................................................



AREA III CLUSTER REPORT

As spring approaches, we promote the birthday offering. “TRAIN
# CHILDREN” IN THE RIGHT WAY, AND WHEN THEY ARE OLD, THEY
WILL NOT STRAY. (Proverbs 22:6) Begun in 1922, the Birthday Offering
celebrates Presbyterian Women’s History of Mission Giving. The 2010 goal for this
offering is $900,000. The 2010 grant recipients are:
1. KINDERGARTEN AND CHILDREN CENTER
PRIMARY SCHOOL DEVELOPMENT
KIRKUK, IRAQ
2. PEACE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
R.LS.E. (Reach-Improve-Strengthen-Empower) PROJECT
LOUISVILLE, KENTUCKY
Promotional materials (some fee) are available thru Presbyterian distribution
service @ (800)524-2612,
For Mother’s Day there are free cards available for funding “HEALTHY WOMEN,
HEALTHY FAMILIES IN AFRICA". (View information on Page 8.)
I encourage each church in my cluster to send representation to the Spring
Gathering on April 9 in Earlville. Bring a mission project to share!! I'm looking
forward to visiting with you on the 9t - or before.
Bev Scharlau, (815) 667-4970, tkdo1961@netzero.net

A PLACE TO CALL HOME
IMMIGRANTS, REFUGEES, AND DISPLACED PEOPLES

2010 Ecumenical Advocacy Days
March 19-22, 2010 - Washington DC

www.advocacydays.org

Jesus had no place to lay his head. Neither does tens of millions of migrants, refugees and
displaced persons. Ecumenical Advocacy Days is an action weekend that will address this
reality. Join hundreds of faith-based advocates in taking action on U.S. legislation that will
welcome immigrants, protect refugees, and prevent displacement of millions. Participants will
worship, study and dialog together. There will be special events for Presbyterians as well as
times for people to meet and plan in state groups. On Monday, participants will visit Capitol
Hill to advocate for our members of Congress to remedy these global injustices.

Would you like to attend? Do you know a young person who would enjoy this experience?
Could you do a fundraiser to help someone attend this impressive event? Let’s speak up for

those without a home!

Julia Jones has attended in the past. Feel free to call her at (815) 540-1030 or visit the
above website to learn more.

Servant of the Father, teach us to serve through your love.
John 13:12-15
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The Healthy Women Healthy Families Mother’s Day The Healthy Women Healthy Families Mother’s Day Project
Project is an exciting opportunity to broaden the impact of is a mission activity that is both meaningful and easy to do.
the annual Mother’s Day mission activity that Presbyterians
have generously supported since 2001. The Mother’s Day
Project, which previously benefitted PC(USA)’s NetWorkers PLAN. Select a coordinator for the project. Determine
Malaria Prevention Program, is being expanded to assist a how many cards your church can use. (You may order

variety of programs that improve the health of women and any number.) Decide what promotional resources you
children, including malaria prevention. will need. Choose one or more dates on which you will

make the Mother’s Day cards available. Mother's Day

Here's how your PW group or congregation can participate:

The Healthy Women Healthy Families Mother’s Day Project is Sunday, May 9, 2010.
is an opportunity to help PC(USA) church partners in Africa ORDER. 2010 Mother's Day cards are available by
provide preventive health services and medical care to women contacting Gail Bingham in International Health &
and children, while we honor women in our own families Development Ministries: gail.bingham@pcusa.org or
on Mother’s Day. For 2010, International Health & (toll-free) (888) 728-7228, ext. 5573. There is no cost
Development Ministries and Presbyterian Women are for the cards.
working together to make special Mother’s Day cards PROMOTE. Make your congregation aware of this
available in exchange for donations to the new Healthy important mission activity. Promotional materials
Women Healthy Families Mother’s Day Project. may be downloaded from the PC(USA) Web site at
www.pcusa.org/health/international.
Your gifts to the Healthy Women Healthy Families DISTRIBUTE CARDS. Make the Mother’s Day
Mother's Day Project will support a variety of health cards available in exchange for a donation to Healthy
programs in Africa including malaria prevention and Women Healthy Families (ECO #052095).
treatment, obstetrical care, fistula surgery, cervical cancer SEND DONATIONS. After Mother’s Day; send
screening and family health education for women, and the donations collected at your church to PC(USA).
immunizations, health screenings, nutritional rehabilitation Complete directions will be sent with the Mother’s Day
and primary care for children. cards and posted on the Web.

The Mother’s Day Project has been
generously supported since 2001.
Your continued support will help
protect and restore the bealth

of women and children in Africa.
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HEALTHY WOMEN HEALTHY FAMILIES
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The 2010 Mother's Day card. Designed by Carol Johnson PC(USA)
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T : Blackhawk Presbytery

BRENDA HARCOURT—OUR MISSION CO-WORKER IN KENYA

Brenda Harcourt was appointed in January 2009 to serve as a
leadership trainer with the Presbyterian Church of East Africa in
Kenya. She works in the eastern and Mt. Kenya regions where she
works with both professional and volunteer church workers to
improve their leadership skills. She trains Sunday school teachers
and evangelists as well as pastors ordained to the ministry of Word
and Sacrament.

Brenda’s service in Kenya is not her first appointment as a
PC(USA) mission worker. From May 1989 to November 1991,
Brenda was a seminary instructor in Peki, Ghana, serving with the
Evangelical Presbyterian Church, Ghana.

Since she ended her first term service as a PC(USA) mission worker in 1991, Brenda has
continued to be active in mission. She has led many groups traveling to Ghana, Scotland, and
Kenya, and she has conducted orientations for Africans coming to the United States as well as

for Americans travelling to Kenya.

Prior to her appointment to Kenya, Brenda was solo pastor of First Presbyterian Church in
Oregon, lllinois. While in this position, she served on the Mission Committee of Blackhawk
Presbytery developing a rotating system for training pastors, evangelists, elders, and deacons in
Imenti Presbyteries in Kenya. She was the Moderator of Blackhawk Presbytery in 2002.

Brenda holds a bachelor’s degree in psychology from Millersville University in Millersville,
Pennsylvania, and a Master of Divinity from Lancaster Theological Seminary in Lancaster,
Pennsylvania. Brenda was ordained to the ministry of Word and Sacrament on September 27,
1992. She is a minister member of Blackhawk Presbytery.

Staying in Touch with Brenda and Her Ministry
Brenda has her own webpage: www.pcusa.org/missionconnections/profiles/harcourtb.htm and

she blogs at www.churchmousemusings.blogspot.com.

You can also reach her by email at: brenda_harcourt@yahoo.com (note the _ between brenda
and harcourt).

Supporting Brenda’s Ministry--Individuals

Online: Go to Brenda’s webpage and click on the GIVE button. Follow the instructions
and use your credit card.

Phone: Call 800.872.3283 to contribute via credit card.

Mail: Send a check to Presbyterian Church (USA)
Individual Remittance Processing
PO Box 743700
Pittsburgh, PA 15264-3700
Write Brenda’s name and her account number—E200441—on the subject line of

the check.



A GREAT RECIPE...for Life

1. Take a 10-30 minute walk every day. And while you walk, smile. It is the ultimate

anti-depressant.

2 Sit in silence for at least 10 minutes each day. Talk to God, (The Great Spirit, Buddah,
etc. you get the idea) about what is going on in your life.

3. When you wake up in the morning complete the following statement, "My purpose is to
today. I am thankful for '
4. Eat more foods that grow on trees and plants and eat less food that is manufactured in
plants.

5. Drink green tea and plenty of water. Eat blueberries, wild Alaskan salmon, broccoli,
almonds & walnuts.

6. Try to make at least three people smile each day.

7. Don't waste your precious energy on gossip, energy vampires, issues of the past,
negative thoughts or things you cannot control. Instead invest your energy in the positive
present moment.

8. Eat breakfast like a king, lunch like a prince and dinner like a college kid with a maxed
out charge card.

9. Life isn't fair, but it's still good.

10. Life is too short to waste time hating anyone.

11. Don't take yourself so seriously. No one else does.

12. You are not so important that you have to win every argument. Agree to disagree.

13. Make peace with your past so it won't spoil the present.

14. Don't compare your life to others. You have no idea what their journey is all about.
15. No one is in charge of your happiness except you.

16. Frame every so-called disaster with these words: 'In five years, will this matter?'

17. Forgive everyone for everything,

18. What other people think of you is none of your business.

19. GOD heals everything - but you have to ask Him.

20. However good or bad a situation is, it will change.

21. Your job won't take care of you when you are sick. Your friends will. Stay in touch!!!
22. Envy is a waste of time. You already have all you need.

23. Each night before you go to bed complete the following statements: I am thankful for

. Today I accomplished

24. Remember that you are too blessed to be stressed.
25. When you are feeling down, start listing your many blessings. You'll be smiling

before you know it.
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I MEMOS Memos is the newsletter for Presbyterian Women in the Presbytery |
FOR PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN of Blackhawk. The news edition is published in March & August.
In the PRESBYTERY The sharing edition was published in May & November. One copy
Of BLACKHAWK is mailed without charge to each PW in Blackhawk Presbytery.
Anyone interested in the work of PW in Blackhawk Presbytery
can subscribe. Please use this form.

SUBCRIPTION FORM Mail to:
360 Francis Street

Braidwood, IL 60408

Name:
Address:

City, State, Zip:
Church Name:
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{$5.00 per year) Make checks payable to: PW MEMOS Linda Bumgardner |
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That ‘Moses. He's such a kidders
Peace and Joy,
James Wetzstein, creator Agnus Day_
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